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The Pre ident began hi da ~ 

f.n tn Time 

' 0 . 

ln I . 
3 :15 : 

' 
r/ 3:36 I 

3:45 

-
4:07 : - . 

J 

-- v . 4 :ll 

u 4:15 

-
C./' 4 :17 

ppro I{ , 4:30 
4:35 

5:08 

5:17 

November I , 1965 - . --

' ! 
I• ·. - - -4 , ; 

. -- .. - - -- -

t (Pia e) White Hou se - LBJ Ranch , Texas ,-,I.by.TUESDAY -
T.-1.-phonc . - ·- - . ' ; "':' - , ; I - -:-- ·rr--r:, ... r"' - - • . - . - -- -

for l i ' ' 
I I ' ~.,_,-. . Activity (lnclud~ Yi .,,,. --- - . - - - - fllff 

Cock Lo LO - .. .. - . . - - . • ·-

t 
: 

Califano Wa s hington , D. C. - - - - ---- . . - - --- -. Joe -
-· - .. - . - . -

f ; Secy . McNamara :~ ·W:a.shington~ 1-D:; C. 
. - . -- - · .. ... -- - -

I ' 
., \ 

. .. ..:i ·r · - - - - -- . • -- --·- .. 

The Presiaent; w/ Judge Coriiially .. and Bill M"overs · and Col: Cross went t ') th~ -

i end of the . runwa v -_-to take· BM to the nelicopfer- that he boardea to go to Austin· - -s. 
- . - -- - - - - · - -·- . . - - - - - .. - - -

\ 

The · Preside rir ·r eb.irn-ed to:1:Iie· house w/ r-uaJi e Connally -· - -
- .. - . . - . - - -- ·- - -- • - .. - -

t Da l e Meeks - in his trailer· :- - · - - - - • ' 
- .. - . -

\ . . • ~ I ] : • ~- • ''."l ~; . .. ' .,. - l 
- - - - ·· ·· - . - . ·- - - - - - - - - ---- - -- .. -

- .. ,; ' - . . Ill • • ' 
... 

t J . C . ·Ke llam - Austin , T exas 
' ' -- ... - . 

J '"' - . - -- ,. :- . --...--

' 
t 

I 

Governor John Connally Austin, Texas (the Pr·esident talked on MW's call w/ th4 Gov.) -
t B ob Bower - Houston , Texas - (talked on J"udge Connally's call w / him) 

; The P resident and Judge ~ naliy departed by helicopter enrout e to the 
- . Moursund R anch a.'rl"i vin.g • at 4 !413 pm. -

. - ,,..- ~ - -- - - ~ - -

Uponarrival there., he :was jo_inen b y, Judge M"outsund· a.nd M"rs: Johnson · - -
- . . - · ·- ·--- . -- --- - - -T ·: ·,-. i - • . :----- -- - --- - - -· - -- -· .. . .. , ._ , : 

. t Joe C alifano - Washingt"ori; -D .. :c.:~: ;; .;. .overt.he car' radio :..:.."":re 'tlie· newl at 5:00 - . -
: that the President heard --~ saying tliat the lights and electiricty had gone 

out in NYC -- and asked hitn to check w/ McNamara, etc. and find out what ca.use◄ 

it - - whether it was sabotage· or what. - . - - -

f Joe Califano - Washington, D~ C. -- over the car radio -- w/ ~ report that -
: the li~ts had also gone out in Boston and Canada ·and that- the-land-line to Moecow -

was not functioning -- and the.n suggested that the President go to a regula l ,.., ~ 

phone :--, ..... . ! 

' .. ... . -- - --- - -· - - --- - - -. --- -· - ------------ ---- - ----· - -- -
In between the Pre sident ' s talk's w/ Joe Califano, the President called Col. 
over the radio phone -- telling him to oreoare the nla.nes for aJ1 Al'Y\f1' 

Col. Cross repl ie d that the µanes were standing by and ~Mdy to 10• 
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THE WH ITE House 
PRE IDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON 

DAILY DIARY 

The Pre ident gan hi dav 

E.ntry Time 

' 0 . 

ln Out 

C,-- 5:23 

5:25 

5 :2 7 

5:31 

/ / 5 :33 

5:40 

6 :0 b 

6: 22 

6 :35 

6 :38 

6:47 

6 : 55 

0 7 :05 

C, 
November f , 1969 ~ _ 0a,c ____________ .... F!----

. - . ·•· .. ·- . ; --- - - - •-- P-- -. 

: Whit e· Hau s~ - LB J Ranch, Texas I Day THF.SOAY at (Place) 

Tekphone ---- .. -· .. - - - - -·- - - - -· - --- £..peudi--- - - -- , - r· " f or I - Activity {induck ..;,ited -by} • · - · · --- - - ·- ----- --- - - - ... ~ 
Cock 

Lo LD ·D : c~ ------- ·- •· -- ---- ··- -- -- . ... . . - . ---
'. -~- - ..; ·_ - Wa s hinP-ton · ,. . . . . ' • - -

f Se.cy . • rrr c Nama r a ·- o ver the -r a dio -ph6ne -- the President bad hot acliance to 
'' 

. , - ._ Pget ·back ttY'th-e ·Mom sund R ~nth ncnise a 8 • on e r::·:;-uiev· we re 
dr iving in t he ranch area . -- - - --· ' ~ -:-- -

-.,.- . 11 [ .,.,,.~ ,"'t r"'---,. . . - - ·-. -. --" ~-- ·· , ..... )' -- -- ~ ' ' \ 7 " .. : I ' ,--'. I, -
from·ffie ·:K!Efursunaltanch-hous~ - - - --t Joe Calilaho ; i:Washingtoh; w.· 'C. - .. 

l - -- -- - .. -~- -- - ri:, ,- . __,...._.,..,. -.--, ~ 
I , } , ( ~ - - ;;1r r-- --r: --,-- ,--

- 'I· 'f l : 
. . 

Moursuiid Rouse 
. . - -

t Bill Movers _..: _ Austin. Texas- -- from tne 
--- .. -- - . .. . - · - - .... ... . . - .__, -. -

- . - - · . - .. ·- -t MF - at the LBJ Ranch 
- - - -- . - . - .. ---- , ' 

, .. 

t Gove rnor Buford Ellington - Dire ctor , O E P - W ashiii1:1ton. u. C. -- at his ~ sidence 
f;rom ·the Mours ... und Ranch house 

. .. . 

' :"> 
... -- .. . - . . 

' 
t Joe Califano - Washington, D . C. - ( still athe Moursund-Ranchl 

... 

·- .. ... .... ·- -
-· _ , ., r • .. . 

f Bill . Movers •- · Austin , ;· T exas (at the Mour ,su ncl house)- ,_ , .. - - -- - --,, r· ' · 
- - ... . . .. .. . -- . -- . -- - .... 

I : . f l . , ,. ,y-, ·, - -
f Marvin W a t s on· . ..; ,LB J .Ranch V{ / a repo r t :on tne li2lits -. put. .in NYC and other. areas 

- ... - -- - ·· - • -- ·- - - • --- - ·- - ----- ... . . . •,:-- , . ' . .,, ' ' ' .. . ' , . i\ . ;,.~ n, .. 1 •. ,- . - ~. . f I,:- ... . C .. . 

£ Marvin Wa tson - LBJ Ran d i -- - -· . .... -- -- - -- -- >----
- -· - -· -· - ·- . . - .. -- -- - - --- --- - - - -·· · - - - - - . - - . 

- . , . . 
( ' n ·.•f I I J ) : .. ., 

£ Bill Moyers .: Au stin; T exas . - · - . . - -·· - - --- -··· - ... - - - - ·-
.. - - . . - r / 

... ·- -- - - - --- - -- ~ 
. 

.. 
' ' ' ' ' ri ~ 

The Pre s i dent w/ M rs. J ohnson , Judg e Me r rill Corina.Ilv. and Jua2e and Mrs. A. w --

Moursun d depa r t e d the Mour s una R aricn in helicopter via the LBJ Ranch -
.. . - --- . .. ·- · - - ---- . . . --- ------- . - - -- -- . - ---- --- --

Ar rive d at the LBJ R anc h and went to . the . office . . , C' ·'!' 

' E•,.,·,,1:· 

t Dr . Donald H orni-~ - - Wash i ngton, -0,-- C. r etu·rnino-his caH -fr. -the-titernocn 
r. n tl-, ;,. N YC: l ial. +·A rmt ~•~~Li l - :__ .,. ... ~ +'--- ~--- _fetred him to BM . -

(.6 ,-3 } . 
\ , 

- . -- -- -· .... -- --I !'.II'- •. -i' l '" ;) 
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'1 ~ 
THE WHITE House i 
PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON I 

Date_...;;N_;_o:;_;_v..::.e.:.:m:..:..::.b..::.e..::.r .;.,4,._,L....C, l'-'9'--'- 6:...;5;...- _-+-----<r<{ 
u. 
(D 

~~~:::.~ y~r~~..:
1

:~s:~~-=-en'..'.:t:...'.:'.bc~g~a::n~h~is~d~a~y~a.:_l ~(:_Pl::a::cse)=;ll======w=h=i t=e=·=H=o=u=s=e=· ,=· -=· =L=B=J=R=a==n=c=h~. ·=T=· ·.::~=x=a=s=,- =·•=· :.- =·=· =(='=-=·=· -=· -~n~
7 a~- y~~=-=-=T=U=E=S=D=A=Y=·=-=·=·=~=--=·;=-=-➔====~ 

-- (D 
Expendi- .J 

In Out Lo 

7 : 15 

7 :2 7 

7 :43 

7 :45 

-

( ',.,· r 7: 58 
8 : 3 5 8 :40 

8· 17 

R·40 9· 00 

c / 9 · 0 0 

9 ·10 

r' / 9 :1 5 

9 :20 

t\.., 9 :29 

,, 
~ ...... 9: 3 3 

·· - - • - - ·:- -Actjv'"': (im:lud.,.-_nitc:¢br>"' - • - - - - - - t'Dl"e 

LD 

f 

f 

t 

t 

f 

f 

t 

f 

f 

t 

t "I ' • •,,-l • \ I t (. • .-

----------r , ,. I • 

: Joe Califano - Washington, ·D ;- C. 

Bill Moyers - in ihe Press Room - Austin-; Texas -· ·---- - - - -· 
- - - -·-- 7 ··_ ----- - - ·- -

DINNER w/ Mrs. Johrtsbn, ·· Judge -and· Mrs.-A: W; MITTI'f'Sil.ncr,-Judge Merrill 
-- ·Connally; ; Marvin ·wat.son~- "A ~.htm'i'~rHfll<l:""{W'tlo .}.Ust-TI<rtve.a thts a:ttet:tR>on-), 

Marie Fehmer; •-Ginny-Thrift; •vicky-Mc-ca.mnrnrr== - ·- - - - -
Dinner consisiti;!d of, green pepper;; · =. stuff~cr, ·tabbage,- · string-beans ; cornbrad, 

The President had vegetable soup ·and ·ta:pioc:a ·for "tlessert:· ·Others ·had · -
-· - · ice cream and .cookies for _de1,1,ert'. _.-:-.. --:·;: .-,- -. -. -, :-- - - -

To the Living Room -- - • -- -- • 

- ' I. 

Tn th<> r,ffir<> 

Governor Nelson Rockefell-er -.. · NYC - at his office 

Bill Movers - Austin, Texas 

Dr. Horni!! - Washing:ton D. C. (his residence) '-IS. '') 

' Mayor Robert Wagner - NYC -- at his residence (/J.. tJ . 
SF.E TKAVEI. RF.CORO 
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THE WHITE HousE 

PRESI DENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON 

DAILY DI ARY 

The Pr ident began hi da a t (Place) 1 ,, 

Tim«" Telephone 
Enlry f or t 

No. 

Whit ·Hous e - LBJ Ranch, Texas 

- ·• -· --
.. Activity (include visited by)-· 

1 

Day TUESDAY 

- - - - - . - - Ea~-;:-
- - . - -· - ---- --

0. 
- . 

In Out Lo LO -- - - - . -- .. -- .,__ __ ___ 

10 :0 5 

10:Z0 

10:30 

---

- - - -- .. -

Watched the 10:00 rim news an television -- - -- ---- - - - --- - - - . - -
·- - -- --· - - -- - - .. -· - -

To the office - ~- watchin2: the news on foievision againana reading-r e o ofts ori his --

desk -~ ..: - re: · 11 lights - out in NY C '' -- -- - - --- - ------- - - --- - -- - - --
. . . - - - . --- - - -- -- - - - - -- - -- ---

f Bill Movers ·_- Austin~ Texas (B. 7 ) . - -- - ··- - -- -- - -- - - - -- . -
- - - - - ---- --- -- - - - - -- - - -- - -

Is sued oroclamation desii!natin2: S uridav~-- N"ov· 28 as ·a - aa y"of dedication and ·prayei 

honcirin!2' the men and women oCS ot.itii VietNam:- who areriskingtlie1r ·uves to bri 
I about iust o eace in South VietNam. - - - - · - · - - --- -- -. - - - - - - - -

a 
- . - - .. .. · - - - - - -- - - - - - - -- -

Re c eived news this nicirnin 2:: of General Eisenhower I s illness from Dr~ Burkley--
- - -

Sent a tele2:ram to P res i dent Eis enhower . ; . iri ·Augusta; · Ga. 
- --- -

Press briefing: todav (# 19 1- A )afforded the following information re recap on tlie 

bills the President has s i2::ned thi s vear: - .. 

563 bills, vetoe d 7. - 0£ this total , xbofK 324 were public bills, 202 were private 
bills , and 37 are not y e t class i fied, wh ich i s a ·te chriicality. • Thos e 37 -al'e pt-obal:i 
·the last 37 bill s h e s igne d. - since the P r es ide nt's surget-y; he has· signed -a. total C 

195 bill s, of wh ich 83 a r e publi c bills~· 7 5 a r ~ -privat~-oills ,- an<rth~n the 37 --

which are un class ifie d a s of n ow: - ·- --- . -- - - - -- • . - - -- -- --

- - . - - - . . . ----- - -

Announce d the rece ss a ppo intment be ing g ive n" to Dr. -waiter R;--Hibbard. Jr. of 
I New York a s Dfr e ctor o f the Bure a u o f M ir1es -- . - -· - -

. - - . - ·- - ·- • - - -·- -·- - - - - - - - -- --- - - --
Di s patche d a m e mo to the Boe.nx Jcseph Swidl e,r dir ecting him to launch a study 
of the NYC blackout. 

- ... . . -- . . -- - - . --- ----· -- --•- -- . - - ·- --- -- · -----
, , 

!''''' 
. - -- -

U.S GOVCIM•INT rWIW11 N• O,PICI • t lM O,:-H4•ll' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

PR£SIOE NT LYNDON 8. JOHNSON 

OAllY DIARY 

Datc __ N_o_v_e_m_b_e_r_l_O'-, _1_9_6_5 _____ _ 

The Pr ident began hi day a t (Pia e) • White House - LBJ Ranch Texas I - - - Day WEDNESDAY .. 

Entry T imr 

0 . 

ln Out 

8:39 a Im 

0 8:49 

9 :22 aim 

9 : 56 10 :00 

10:04 10:20 

10:40 10:49 
10 :50 
11:03 

11:07 

11:19 

12:17 

1:40 
1:45 

, f I I 

,/ 

Telephone . - - .. - -
f or t ' :1 

,. 
" . ',; r ; ! ; ~ 

... £.pendi-
Activity (include visit«! by} - . - nan 

Lo LO - - - -- - - - - ,Code 
' - .. . .. 

. - ... ---· - .. .. -- - - -· -
.. 

I - , , . 
' 

. ., ~ j T ; \ ' - . -
.r l r -"; , : T ' 

' ..., ,,.., 

.. 
• ' / ,- I • T ~ 

f Joe Califano Washington, D. c. -- • .. .. 
-

- - · : 
r . . ,: 

f Secy . Fowler Washington, D. C. 
- . .. .. 

- : 

~/ 
-- . . 

~ ! 

The President -- w/ Governor· JohnConnally' and ,'Judge. Merrill Connally departed 
the ranch hou:,e and went driving on tl,ie • ranch ar.ea 

.. 
, .. 

: !,_;. __ l .> 

They ·stopped by. the Malachek hou·se: and pic;~e d tip Dafo -M~la~~ek, -,- • . . . 

At the Martin ranch house 
- -

Riding on the Hightower r·anch 

At the birthplace house . -
1 ' 

t J. C. Kellam - Austin, Texas / ' i ,_,., I 

The President and the Gove~ .and Judge Connally returned to the LBJ Ranch house 
and the President and group went to the office. 

t Joe Latin - Austin, Texas 

r'.~· rt> 
The President -- w/ Governor Connally cnd Judge Connally 

' 
Col. Cross --

Dt. Burkley, Lem Johns, Clint Hill (SS), .arid Dale M¢eks _:,. departed 
the LBJ , Ranch in the Queen .Aire -- enroute to the Jack Bg,_wman Ranch 
arriving at 12:17 pm. .. ... --·- .. ~ 

"' - -~ ./ . ,. 
The President w/ the Governor and Judge went into the Bowman House for lunch 

t Secv. Robert McNamara - ·Washin2ton, D. c. . - -- - ~ - . - -
The President w/ Jack(~·~man, Governor ,,.Cpnnally drove in the immediate ranch, 

and looked at cattle 

SEE TKAVEI. REU)IU> 
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THE WH ITE HOUSE 

PRESI DENT LYNDON S. JOH NSON 

DA llY DtA•Y 

D November lv, 1965 
IC------------~---

The P resident began hi day a t (Place) - -Whit e Hou se - LBJ R a n ch, ' Texas Day WEDNESDAY ·1 

Entry Time 

0. 

In Out 

2 :21 

2 : 21 3 :1 5 

-
3 :1 5 

- -
3 : 41 

4 :12 

5 :22 

6 :06 

6 : 50 

I, 

v 7 :10 

7:13 

7 :2 5 

t:.',,, 7:44 

7:5( 

Telephone . -. ·- - - -
f or t ' 

r ,, 
' 

. .. 
' 

Activity (include visited by) -
Lo LO --· -

I" . ~ " • • ~ -

The President, Jack Bowman and Governor Connally ar.r1ved .at the Governor 's 

ranch (Judge Connally-had driv en his car fro m the r e to the. Governor ' e ho1 
-· -

T o rtuga Ranch(_~) ' r· - - -
- .. . . - - - - .. 

- -In the Connally Ranch House 
.. - - - - r-. ~ 

' 
• r I( 

Drove on the Governor's ranch -- and then to the ·. carter R a nch (owned by Bowm.a11 

w / Jack Bowman; Gov e rnor John Connally, Judge M e rrill C onnally) 

Arrive:l at the Carter Ranch and went to the house ther e (owne d by Bowman1 
-

Left the Ranch house ,-- and drove on the area - -

,> -

At th e Bow man R a n ch H ou se a gain 

The Pr e side nt -- w / Gove rnor John Connally and Judg e M errill Connally 
d e parted the Bowman Ranch (carter ranch )" -- ·in the Gove r nor s ' plane 

(The queen a i re had gohe back to take Judge Mour sund and M r. Kellam to 
Little Rock , Ark.) 

Arriv ed at the LBJ Ranch house and went to the · office. 
-

f Secy. Robert McNamara - Washington, D. C. ( B. 1) 
RE: the aluminum companies have agreed to roll back. their pric e 1ncrea s t 

t Joe Laitin - Austin, Texas (r e • morning press bneting} 

f Joe Califano - Washington, D. c. - re -- same as Mc1'lamara s call 

. . 
t Mrs. Dwight D. Eisenhower - -- Mrs. Johnson also talked on the call ... 

(B. 1) - ~ ~ -f. .,11 ... ~ JJ - I !#...1. -
I - ,V -

t Joe Laitin - Austin, Texas - re his call to Mrs. Eisenhower 
.. . . . 

us " ~.,., PIINlOIC. O"t<I . , ... cw- ,...._n, 
SE E TllAVF. L R F.CO RD 

H l ll TllA\' EI. ACT IVITY ~ No.: 1.: 
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- 11,a 
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T HE HITE H u 
p E I NT l NDON 8. 

l l 0 1Ak 

The Prt"Sident began 

ntr, · T ime 

o. 
In 

C/ 7 : 

v 7: 54 

8:00 

8:15 . -
·-

-

(./ 8:34 

e__,v 8:41 
8:47 
8:4 7 

8:57 

y,' 1 ..r 

C / /. 3 C ' 

: November 10, 196 1 

JOHN N ; . - ·- - -

- - - - - - -
hi day at (Place) I Whit e Hou se - LBJ Ranch 1 Texas JbiJ WEDNESDAY 

I 

Que 

\ 

I 

Tcl~phonc . - - -- - - -- - -·- . - - -- ----- .. - -· - .. 
~ f or 

Lo 

t 

-r 

I I 
' A tivicy (in ~ .. ; • ed-oy)---- - -- - ·--

_ _._ -
I 

.. 
Code LO -- - - . - . --- ... .. ---- · ---- - ·-· . - - .,_ ___ 

:,t Dale Malachek ~ at h rs house -- - ... --- - - ----- - - - - - --

1 - ·- - - .. - - .. - .. - ------ ------ -- -- ·- - - - -- ---
f I Secy . McNamara -( B .- 3 ) ... Washington; ·-o. ·c .- - - . . - -

I 
I . - . ·- - - .. - - · - ---- ·-
I 

To his room tcnites-s for d tnrte r -·· .. -- - - ---- - - - - . - --- - -
i - - - -- . - -- . - -· ---- - - .. - -- · - - - - - .. -- . - -- - - - --
i - DINNER w/- Mrs; ·Johnson; Ashton Gonella • MafvinWateon:, Ginnv Thrift VM 

. --. 
lra:r :.. b.:.q ;- b e ans, - slaw;- and tapioca"for aes-sert:- (The Presiaent haa - - --

bowl of chili, spar e rib, tole slaw ahd h~d t~oioca for aessert. T - . - . -·--a a 
: - - . - . -- .. -- ·- - ·- -- --- - - •--- . - --I 

t C-eq:t-J?resneU a=: ·Round Mtn: ; :·Tex:as - -Mrs.- rob:nson ~nro tal.Red the call 
. - - - -- -on .. . (he ·owns a har-b.:::q stand and.-do'e s1>aiiifin2: efc: :- oo·uie side., - .. C .. _. , 

- - - -- --- - . - . - . - -
t AG Kat zenbach ·at the City Tavern M Street: WashiniHon D. C. -- on 

To .the • office-- - - read the afte rrtooh ·briefing etc .- -~ -- -- -- · - -- --- - . -

t ' Bill Moye rs at his residehce -_ Washine.ton. D. c: · - - - -- -- - - - - - --
--I ·- - - - -

t Bill Moyers - -Washington, D . c. -- --- - - ---- - . . - - -- --· • r, 
- · - - --- - - - - - - - - - - . 

I · - -- - -- --- - - ---- -- - . - ----- -· . - - - - -- · - - - - --- - --
'1 ' - .. ,, . 

~ LC ✓-'1..e~,;_;:t---- ftd(~ • -µv';IA_.e, -: 7,~-~-. • ) . ' "7 -:-; -- -- - - - --
. •. \I 

--:---;-~-:--_-. ~ ,-

-- -- . . {/ -- .. . - . - - • 
.v ______ - . - - - - · - - - --- - - - -

J ki&__; 4nlt~e.l..t,K -. . . - .. - ~ - .. - -- . - - . - -
I ,· ' - , • l' ' ' .;• ; ·.• -. ' ,- -- I . 4 

- .. - -- .. - .. - · • ---- - - -- - ·-· -- - - - - -
- - -- -- - - - - - - -- - - - . - -.. - r . - .. -· . , . ' 
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A L I E FROM SPACE 

transmi ion lin , d f ctive generators or faulty circuit­
br aker ." 

In ew York, a Consolidated Edison spokesman compared 
the power cutoff with a giant water-main break. "The inter­
connected power networks lost vast amounts of electricity, 
like a huge hort circuit into the ground. We are at a com­
plete lo to explain it." 

The chairman of the Federal Power Commission, Joseph 
C . widler, was equally baffied. Heading the investigation, 
he began a check of the evidence, aided by top power experts. 
After two days, he made this somber statement: "The 

ortheast blackout may never be fully explained, and there 
is no guarantee it will not happen again." 

By this time, company heads knew they were in trouble. 
When the power grid was first proposed it was explained as 
beneficial to the consumers as well as the utilities. With the 
power plants hooked together electricity would feed back 
and forth, flowing to where it was needed to maintain the 
proper voltage. The Federal Power Commission and a con­
gressional committee had been assured that the hundreds of 
automatic safety devices would prevent any cascading chain 
reaction effect or a transmission line failure. Now the grid had 
fa iled almost completely, leaving their promises open to 
doubt, even outright attack. 

The FPC also was in trouble. After checking all the grid 
plans and equipment it had told the White House and Con­
gress that the system was, fully protected from any serious 
breakdown. Now they might be accused of incompetence or 
careless supervision. 

Adding to the FPC problems, some editors and news­
cas ters were still suggesting that EM interference by UFOs 
had caused the big blackout. One commentator linked this 
with a statement by a Canadian power expert. Some un­
known cause, foe engineer said, apparently had created a 
strange reaction in the grid control circuits. It was, he said, 

BEH I ND TH E BL CKOUT 

"like a nen-ous breakdown in the electronic brain controlling 
the widespread grid system." 

On ovember 14, the Premier of Canada warned the FPC 
that he might pull out of C ANUSE ( the Canadian-United 
States Eastern interconnection ), to protect the country 
against any further U.S. power failures. 

That same day, NBC cornrnentatcr Frank McGee broad­
cast a new UFO report. Just before the blackout began, he 
said, a pilot had sighted a round, glowing object near the 

iagara Falls power plant. The story was picked up by the 
Associated Press and carried in numerous papers. 

Next morning, the ew York Journal American ran a fea­
ture article on the Syracuse report, with UFOs blamed for 
the grid disaster. It was also quoted on the air, boilding up 
the suggestion of a deliberate act by being.5 from a more ad­
vanced world. 

Suddenly the UFO discussions ended-eclip.sed by a news 
flash from Washington. 

The great blackout, stated the FPC, was now explained. 
The mystery which had baffled all the top power e1pots had 
a simple explanation: a broken relay, a circuit breaker. in a 
Canadian power plant. 

The billion-dollar grid system had been knocked out m 
spite of the hundreds of safety devices-according to the 
FPC. The supposedly broken relay was located at the Adam 
Beck No. 2 Plant in Ontario. Somehow, during th\'! nve-day 
search for the answer, it bad ·been overlooked. 

After all the ~d experts' statements this was an incredible 
explanation. 

It also was false. 
The Adam Beck Plant relay was not broken. It was tripped 

by some unexplained surge of electricity. 
Proof that the relay never broke was later revealed in a 

special report by the industry publication POWff, which bad 
close ties with the utilities. The report was written by the 
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x cutive ditor, J. J. ' onnor, aft r a thorough investiga­
tion b Pow r.1 

The followina d tail from the Power report give a star-
tling pi tur of ~:he cata trophe which struck the grid system. 

On the lat afternoon of ovember 9, Adam Beck Plant 2 

wa in normal opera tion. Through five transmission lines its 
generator were providing current to the city of Toronto. 
The power load were well within safe limits . But suddenly 
a relay tripped, as though from an unexpected overload. By 
tripping, the relay disconnected one of the five Toronto lines. 

Ordinarily, this would have been a routine operation. The 
actual reaction, described in the Power report, sounds like a 
fan tastic nightmare. 

In ;ust four seconds, the Canadian-V.S. grid disintegrated. 
The other Toronto lines instantly tripped off. As though 

there had been no safety controls a tremendous surge of elec­
tricity fl.ashed through the lines. to the south. In a violent 
chain reaction, the Clay substation and a St. Lawrence River 
plant were knocked out. Then the entire CANUSE network 
split into four parts. 

Until the disaster struck, twenty-nine utility plants were 
connected with the grid sy:,tem. In a few cases, automatic 
devices separated plants from the network or engineers hast­
ily cut them loose. But at most generating plants the enor­
mous surge of power came too swiftly. 

Never before had the operators known such chaos. At some 
points, the cascading current reversed, dangerously increasing 
the pressure on the grid. More of the steam-driven genera­
tors were forced to cut out, and skyrocketing steam pressure 
blew open boiler safety valves. With the current off, pumps, 
air compressors and other auxiliaries failed. Plants without 
standby emergency equipment were unable to restart for 
hours. Meantime, complaints from stricken areas and de­
mands for restoration of the lights poured in on the helpless 
operators. 

1 Copy of the Power special report in author's files. 
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In mos t d~tails, Power's picture of the ~~kdown is ~ot­

rect. But certain important information i! lllW1Dg. The ~d's 
supposed invulnerability is not ~cntioncd, and Pcwer skirt, 
around the failure of the extensive safeguard 5):'tcm. Even 
more curious, it does not actually answer tne big qucsboD: 

What caused the great blackout? 
According to Power, there was no outside in~~ence. 

The trouble source was solely within the grid-the bippmg of 
a "simple relay" at dam Beck o. 2., followed by a series of 
"improbable events." The load on the ~c, P~er ,tat~ 
was "well wit..liin carrying capacity." In sp1te of this the 1clay 
tripped, setting off the violent reaction which Wtccked the 
network in four seconds. 

If this was the truth then one hard fact stand, out: 
The vaunted safety system was a dangerous fTaud. 
But this was preposterous. It would mean the utility com­

panies had deceived the government, operating UDder the 
constant risk of a huge blackout, hoping there would be 
only minor power failwes . The Federal Power Commission 
almost certainly \\ould have discovered the conspuacy. and 
company heads would be expooed to White H ouse and con­
gressional attack, public indignation and probably legal 3C· 

tion. To follow such ~- dangerous course would be little short 
of insanity. 

Besides this, the grid safeguards had aheady met the threat 
of a large power failure. Over several veais there bad been a 
few smaller-scale black.outs, ~d the ~ety devices bad kept 
them from spreading. These same safeguards would ruwe 
confined the November 9 trouble to a fairly small ~ if 
some ordinary power increase had tripped the Adam Beck 
relay. Instead, scores of other circuit breakas bad tripped 
in those four tense seconds, ~ the strange swgc of electricity 
swept through the grid system. 

There was only one true explanation-an unpredictabl~ 
overwhelming EM interference the safety devices were not 
built to handle.. 
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For some years there had been verified evidence t~1at 
UFOs could cause' power failures. The same type of electnc~l 
interference could have been directed at one or more strategic 
parts of the ortheast network, causing_ the uncontrollable, 
tremendous surge which led to the disaster. The targets 
could have been the Clay substation, the St. Lawrence pl~nt 
or the enormous generator system at Niagara Falls, according 
to the UFO reports. . 

Though a UFO connection was not proved,_ ~e evidence 
was too strong to be ignored or debunked if it were. all 
brought into the open, along with the reports of previous 
UFO-caused blackouts. 

The increased press suggestions of a UFO link were se­
riously worrying the AF when it learned, thro_ugh the FPC, 
of the Adam Beck development. 

The official Canadian message to the FPC actual1y re­
ported the tripping of the Adam Beck relay and al1 the others 
in the swift breakdown. To the · AF this was an immediate 
danger, certain to lead to speculation about the strange surge 
of power, especially with its source still unknown. 

To avoid this, and also to shift attention from the UFO 
explanation, the "broken relay" story was invented. Since 
this could have been construed as blaming Canada, the Pre­
mier must have been convinced it was best for both countries 
not to disclose the true situation. 

The false explanation disturbed some U.S. utility heads. 
To the press and the public, it might seem they were only 
pretending to be baffled, that they knew the grid was at fault. 
But the criticism was relatively mild. Apparently most people 
were unaware that the grid was supposed to be invulnerable 
and a broken safety device seemed a reasonable answer. 

Even though they had not been negligent, the utilities 
began to search for ways to strengthen the grid, in case such 
an emergency happened again. Not only the companies but 
the FAA, industries, hospitals and some apartments and 
office buildings rushed plans for standby emergency equip-

I 
l 

I 
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. l r ne engines-with 
ment-gcnerators driven by diese or gaso 1 ds of 
special attention to high-rise elevators where tbousan 

people had been trapped. . ts combined 
Announcements of all these improvemen ' . . 

with the broken relay story, rapidly reduced UFO dis~ons. 
But the lull ended abruptly as new blackouts oc~e • f St. 

On the night of November 26, 1965, ~o sectioi:15 ° of 
Paul, Minnesota, lost electric power and lights. Residents the 
one section reported lighted UFOs were overhead, and 
power company had no other explanation f?r the ~lackout. 
The second failure was blamed on the wmd, which sup-
posedly blew two power lines together. . 

On December 2, parts of Texas, ew Mexico a1:1d Menco 
were suddenly hit by a grid failure. Almost a million peopl~ 
were affected from El Paso to Juarez. There was an unven­
fied report ~f a UFO over the area. The chain reaction 
blacked out stores, homes, hospitals, airports and also de­
fense bases-Fort Bliss, Holloman AFB, White Sands Proving 
Ground and Biggs AFB. 

On December 5, some 40,000 homes in East Texas were 
darkened by another power failure. 

The numbe1 of December black0uts was higher than nor­
mally would be expected, and the December 2 case was a 
more massive failure. No UFO link was proved; the power 
company gave a routine explanation. 

During December there was also an unusual outbreak of 
foreign power fajlu_res._On~ occurred at the Zwolle plant in 
East Ne~~ands, another i~--~ Arabia. On December 26, 
Helsin19: and three other cities were- blacked out in Finland. 
Thaysame day, a grid chain reaction in Buenoo Aires stopped 
tra,ins on five subway lines and four commuter btanches. 
Thousands of people were trapped in elevato~. Lights went 
out in all buildings. Adding to the tensio~ all communica­
tions failed, leaving millions with no idea when the ordeal 
would end. Aftu the blackout, a newscaster tied in the · great 
Northeast power failure and the suggested UFO connection, 

·, 
; ' 
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alienating the unidentified craft. 
Fuller also obtained a report from a military radar operator who 

told him that a UFO came directly toward an unnamed base, was seen 
visually and clocked on the radar scope. For a moment, it appeared 
that the object would actually land at the base. Instead, the officer of 
the day watched it hover through a telescope, then suddenly accelerate 
to over 800 mph, while it was simultaneously clocked on the radar 
scope. Fuller also learned that "constant" radar reports were being 
made at the Portsmouth Naval Base. In one instance, an object 
hovered over a water tower at the base before taking off incredibly 
fast, also seen visually and on radar. By this time, at Pease AFB, at 
least 15 pilots were no longer skeptical about UFOs. Other Air Force 
officers told Fuller they were "shocked and dismayed" by the Pentagon 
report on Exeter. They all believed that the report severely damaged 
the Air Force. Fuller theorized that the Air Force impotence against 
UFOs might be the underlying reason for the stonewalling. 88 

In early November, the Air Force Scientific Advisory Board met 
in Dallas to discuss the UFO question and the idea of an independent 
study of the problem. Within a year, this led to the announcement of 
the Air Force decision to commission a study of UFOs by the Univer­
sity of Colorado, otherwise known as the Condon Committee. The 
meeting in November, 1965, was later offered by Jacques Vallee as 
"near-proof" that the Air Force's policy regarding UFOs was more of 
a bungling than a conspiratorial nature. This is a frail reed upon which 
to base such an argument. Could it be possible that after almost twenty 
years of investigation, the Air Force was still trying to determine what 
UFOs were ?89 

BLACKOUT SEASON 

Over the years, blackouts linked to UFO sightings had been . 
reported in cities throughout the world. None, however, matched th~ .• -· :~ 
massive blackout that affected 35 million people throughout the •. • • -
northeastern United States on November 9, 1965. Nearly 800,000 
people were trapped in elevator shafts, subway cars, and commuter 
trains. The entire power grid for the region, supposedly invulnerabl_e, 
failed. In addition, several local companies independent of the roam 
power grid also failed, and short wave and VLF transmissions & 
reception were jammed with static. . •· 

I The blackout began in the Syracuse area, at 5: 15 p .m. At precisely . -"' . 
that moment, there was a UFO sighting in the area. Pilot Weldon Ro~ ;'./:· • 
was approaching Syracuse when he and his student pilot saw a huge ·.Z(:>·. ~ 
red ball "of brilliant intensity" appearing over the power lines at the ')t.f 

:, ' . ··-ii=; 
. ' '_'1,7: . '. 
': ' -~ .. ::,.:,. •;_ •• '~!J? ,_ 
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Syracuse substation. Ross estimated it to be about 100 feet in 
diameter, and determined that the fireball was where the ew York 
Power Authority's two 345,000 volt power lines at the Clay substation 
passed over the New York Central 's tracks between lake Oneida and 
Hancock field. At least three other people corroborated this sighting_ 
One of them was Robert C. Walsh, who was the Syracuse area deputy 
commissioner for the Federal Aviation Agency. Walsh reported that he 
saw the same phenomenon just a few miles south of Hancock Field. 

At 5:25, a teacher in Holliston, Massachusetts saw through 
binoculars an intense white object in the sky moving slowly toward the 
horizon; a man from the same town reported an identicaJ object. At 
the same time in New York City, two witnesses declared separately 
that they saw unusual objects in the sky. "It was different from 
anything I had ever seen, • said one. 

So, did UFOs cause the blackout? The possibility received 
widespread discussion during the aftermath, but was never offered as 
a serious explanation to the public. President Lyndon Johnson ordered If' 
an investigation to determine the cause. Early on, it was announced 
that a line break near Niagara Falls had done iL A quick check. 
however, ruled this theory out. Next, the announcement pointed 
toward a remote controlled substation at the power authority's 
transmission lines at Clay, New York, about IO miles north of 
Syracuse. This did not stand up to scrutiny, either. The Niagara 
Mohawk men who looked into it found the substation in fine condition. 
with no sign of any failure or damage. The final, and official, conclu-
sion was that backup relay #Q-29 at the Sir Adam Beck generator 
station in Queenstown Ontario was the source of the failure. Even so, 
this relay went right back into operation, and the line it protected was 
completely undamaged. 

On the other hand, circumstantial evidence existed to show that 
some sort of electromagnetic condition existed that caused the 
blackout. The fact that stations outside the main power grid were 
affected suggested this. In addition, after the episode, Con Edison 
quietly installed expensive magnetic shielding devices around key 
equipment. Bell Telephone Company also switched from overhead 
lines to more expensive, heavily shielded cables buried under the 
ground. Beyond the somewhat suggestive UFO connections, however. 
hard evidence is lacking. 90 

The great northeastern blackout was the most publicized of a 
series of major blackouts during late 1965. On November 16. a series 
_of power blackouts hit Britain, affecting dozens of scctiom of London. 
On November 26, NI CAP learned of unexplained power failw-es in SL 
Paul, Minnesota, coming at the same time as UFO sightings in the 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
(Austin, Texas) 

WITH BILL MOYERS 

8:30 PM CST 

NOVEMBER 9, 1965 

TUESMY 

MR . MOYERS: The following is a memorandum already dispatched 
to the Chairman of the Federal Power Commission by the President: 

Q. What is bis name? 

MR . MOYERS : Joseph C. Swidler. 

"Today's failure is a dramatic reminder of the importance. 
of the uninterrupted flow of power to the health, safety and 
well being of our citizens and to the defense of our country. 
This failt\re should be immediately and carefully investigated 
in order t o prevent a recurrence. You are therefore directed 
to launch i:unediately a thorough study of the causes of this 
failure , I am putting at your disposal the full resources of 
the Federal Government and directing the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, the Iepartment of Iefeuse, and other government 
a gencies to suppor.t you in any way possible. You are to call 
upon the top e~perts in our nation in conducting this investi­
gation . A re~ort is expected at the earliest possible moment 
as to the causes of the failure and the steps you recommend 
to be taken to prevent a recurrence." 

Q. Bill , does this in any way indicate there may be sabotage? 

MR . MOYERS: This indicates nothing other than the fact that 
all of the resources of the government should be made available to the 
Federal Power Commission as they conduct an investigation. 

Q. Bill , would you rule out nationalization as one of the steps 
to be taken? 

MR . MOYERS: Would I what? 

Q. Rule out nationalization of the power companies as one 
of the steps to be taken? 

MR . MOYERS : That's not in anybody's mind. 

Q. Bill , SwidJ.er is retiring -- resigning from his job on the 
15th. I:bes that mean .he will stay on until this investigation is over? 

Q. What was the question? 

MR . MOYERS : The question is that Mr. Swidler has already 
announced that he will be leaving the Chairmanship of the Federal Power 
Commission -- I don 't know the exact date. What does this mean? It 
meane that th1a memorandum will go to Mr. Swidler and whoever is Chairman 
of the Federal Power Commiss ion, of course, will be oonduoting the 
investigation. 

. Bill , bas the Pr aid.eat ta.l.ked directly to J. Ed6a,r Hoover 
in coonect1on witb. th:L.a a1tu.ri.t1.on7 

MR • MO'XERS 1 ?lo • 
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MR. MOYERS: The President ba.s communicated to the Justice 
Department -- to the Attorney General -- his desire that the Department 
of Justice, and other agencies of the Government, cooperate in this 
study. 

Q. Did he talk to Attorney General Katzenbach? 

MR. MOYERS: I am not sure that he talked personally to 
Attorney General Katzenbach, but the instructions of the President 
ba.ve gone to the Attorney General as, in fact, they have gone to 
other department heads and agency directors. 

Q. This means that most of us will have to file separately. 
I am still centered around the President. Can you give us a little 
personal insight as to where he is sitting doing this? 

MR. MOYERS: The President is at his desk in his office 
at the ranch, where he has full communications facilities available 
to maintain constant touch with the appropriate officials. He 
receives calls at least every five minutes, giving him infonr.ation 
on an up-to-date basis of what i s happening. 

Q. When and how did he learn of the blackout? 

MR. MOYERS: The President first heard of the power failure 
,..hen he was just a little north of his ranch, riding out in his 
car, listening to a r~dio ne'\lscast. He innnediately, through the 
very excellent, modern, and highly efficient communications system 
that accompanies the President wherever he goes, was in touch 'With 
Special Ass!stant Joseph Califano back in Washington, '\lho,by the way, 
had not heard about it by the time the President called, Secretary 
McNamara, Governor Buford Ellington, '\lho is the Director of the Office 
of Emergency Planning, and his Press Secretary. The President returned 
in a matter of minutes to his office at the ranch, where he has been 
this evening receiving reports and issuing instructions to appropriate 
officials of the Government. 

Q. Some of the reporters were in the room when you made the 
announcement and have left. My question is, whether they are filing? 

MR. MOYERS: I have no idea. 

Q. Bill, would you repeat your announcement for film? 

MR. MOYERS: Yes. 

Q. Were these telephone calls made from the President's 
car to Bu.ford Ellington and Secretary McNamara? 

MR. MOYERS: He talked to each of them. 

Q. In the car? 

Q. When you say he received a report from hie radio, you 
d::ln't mean it was over NBC or CBS, it wae over his 2-way radio? 

MR. MOYERS: It was over a regularly announced newscast. 

Q. You mention here a reference to the Defense Department. 
Does this in any way mean there is sanething happening with the defense 
system tonight? 

MORE 
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MR. MOYERS: No. It means that a power failure could have 
an effect on the defense system. The power is essential to the 
defense of our country. 

Q. So far as you know, there was no interruption to any 
of the warning system? 

MR. MOYERS: That is correct. 

Q. Bill, do they yet know the cause of what caused the 
chain reaction? 

MR. MOYERS: No. 

Q. Bill, do you happen to anticipate making any further 
announcements toni ght? 

MR. MOYERS : I will put out anything I have concerning 
future developments from here as I get them. I really don't anticipate 
much, but I will put out anything we get. 

Q. What is the atmosphere in the President's office? 

MR. MOYERS : The atmosphere in the President's office is 
one of quiet efficiency. 

Q. Who did he call first, Secretary McNamara or Mr. Califano? 

MR. MOYERS: I don't have the exact order. I think it was 
Bu:ford Ellington , Secretary McNamara, Mr. Califano, and then the 
Press Secretary, in that order. 

Q. Bill, the last we had from you was that they had not 
yet isolated the original source of the trouble. Is that still the 
case? 

MR. MOYERS: That is still the case. 

Q. Who is out there with the President helping him? 

MR. MOYERS : Marvin Watson, Col James Cross. 

Q. How many secretaries are there, two or three? 

MR. MOYERS: Three. Vickie McCammon, Marie Febmer, and Miss 
Ginny Thrift, who is Col Cross' secretary and who also helps the 
President from time-to-ti.me. 

Dr. Hornig, who is the President's Science Adviser, said he 
talked again to the President of the Niagara Mohawk Power Company, 
Mr. Minot Pratt, who is not able to confirm or deny the already 
mentioned report that the power failure occurred in his jurisdiction. 
He simply said it has not been located yet. 

Dr. Hornig also talked to Mr. William S. Chapin, who is the 
general manager of the New York State Power Authority to confirm that 
the Niagara Falls and the Messena plants are operating. 

Q. Bill, who was in the President's car when this was made 
known to him? 

MORE 
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MR. MOYERS: I don't know. 

Mr. Califano has just informed the President that Governor 
Scranton has reported to the White House that power is back in the 
State of Pennsylvania, that the area affected in Pennsylvania was 
less than earlier believed, and that the power companies have told 
Governor Scranton that they expect no more problems during the night 
in that state. 

Q. Bill, how long ago was that conversation with Governor 
Scranton? 

MR, MOYERS: The President did not talk to Governor 
Scranton. Mr. Califano talked to Governor Scranton, and he related 
the information to the President. Governor Scranton talked to Mr. 
Califano about 10 minutes ago. 

Q. Has Mr. Califano had any dinner yet? 

MR. MOYERS: No. 

Q. Has the President eaten? 

MR, MOYERS: Yes. 

Q. Bill, can you tell us what time it was when the President 
was told of General Eisenhower's illness this morning? 

MR. MOYERS: It was about 6:15. 

Q. Has anyone in the Federal Government raised the possibility 
of sabotage? 

MR. MOYERS: I don't know anyone who has raised that 
possibility. The President believes that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation should be involved in this study because it does have 
resources that should be of help during the study to find out 
specifically what happened when the power failed. 

Q. But the Govenunent is not ruling out the possibility? 

MR. MOYERS: That is correct. I know of no one who bas talked 
about the problem of sabotage and, therefore, it is not ruled in or 
ruled out. 

Q. Did the President eat at his desk? 

MR. MOYERS: No. 

MORE 
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(News Confer nee #193-A continuing at 9:40 PM}i 

MR. MOYERS : The President ha.a just talked to Governor 
Rockefeller and Mayor Wagner, both of whom assured him that they 
would cooper ate fully in the investigation ordered tonight by the 
President through the Federal Pover Commission. 

Mayor Wagner informed the President t hat it appeared that 
about one -thi rd of the power in New York City was operating again . 

I talked to Dr. Donald Hornig , t he President ' s Science 
Adviser, who ha.a been on the phone constantly this eveni ng with people 
in the l ocal power companies , and Dr. Hornig says tha t those peopl e 
believe that while the original source has not been pinpointed , t hey, 
that is, the of'fici~ls of the power companies and others concer ned 
with the problem in New England , are , and t his i s Dr . Hornig ' s quote , 
pretty well agreed upon the bel ief that there is subst antially no 
chance of sabotage. End quot e . 

In fact, while I r epeat t he original source ha s not been 
pinpointed , there are some people who are most concerned with the 
problem in the power companies and i n the New York State Power 
Author ity, who believe that this could have happened as a result of 
a failure in the automatic f r equency control equipment. I want to 
emphasize that this is pu::-el y conjectural, but i t is one of the 
r outes down which your mind could l ead you as you study the problem 
from the standpoint of engineer ing and technology. 

There has not been , Dr. Horni g infonns me, much time for 
diagnosi s, and, he r epeated t o me wi th i nflection that seemed to 
underscore bis statement , no one knows exactly what did happen. 

Officials in New Yor k, and again I repeat that this is 
unpr oved and conjectural, but offici als i n New York are saying that 
the difficulty may lie on two l ines carrying the main power supply 
between Rochester and Clay, New Yor k , at a point approximately one 
hundred miles between these t wo cities. According to these officials, 
the only way to detennine i f t hat in fact is the point of disruption 
is to trace these two lines manuall y , that is, to walk them, and 
they have already started the traci ng process. 

If by in the morning at daylight they have been unable 
manually to locate the problem, t hey will use helicopters . 

Let me again emphasize however that this is not authoritative 
and this is not firm . This is , again, one of the routes down which 
yau could go i n pursuing the possibilities of the source of the 
problem. 

Q. You say t he New York City Power Authority people have 
been speculating on this ? 

MR. MOYERS : Yes , officials of the New York State Power 
Authority have been speculating in thi s. 

Q. Whose lines are these -- Niagara's or Mohawk's? 

MR. MOYERS : I don't know. 

Q. This point a hundred mile s between the two locations 
doesn 't mean anything to me . 

MR, MOYERS: We can check that on the map. 

Governor Volpe has informed the Whi te House that 60 per cent 
of the power is back on in Bost on. 
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(News Confer nee #193-A continui ng at 10:35 PM): 

MR. MOYERS : Mr. Swidler has communicated to the President 
the following steps t aken to implement the President ' s directive to 
investigate the causes of the power breakdown. 

1. A telegram has been sent to all of the major companies 
involved, requesting that they assemble the relevant facts as to t he 
impact of the interruption on their sys tems and the st eps t aken to 
restore service . 

2. A group of electric power system operation experts frc:m 
various private and public power systems throughout the country will 
meet tomorrow in Washington to help plan the details of the investi­
gation. 

3. As I have already informed you, Mr.S\rldler has been in 
communication directly with the Attorney General and the Secretary of 
Defense to assure continuing l iaison. 

4. A Federal Power Commission staff team has been dispatched 
to the operating offices of the Niagara-Mohawk system so that the 
Commission can be fully informed on the steps taken to locate faults 
which precipitated the breakdown of service. 

5, Another Feder al Power Commission staff team has been 
dispatched to the oper ating offices of Con-Edison in New York to 
cooperate and coordinate with the efforts of that company to restore 
service. 

Mr. Swidler informed the President that the Commission staff 
would work through the night on these, as well as other steps now being 
planned , to carry out the President's di rective . The Chief of the Bureau 
of Power of the FPC, Mr . F. S. Brown, bas been named staff director of 
the investigation . 

The President continues to receive up-to-the-minute reports 
from his assistants and advisers in Washington. He is of course keeping 
in touch also through newscasts. 

Q. Where are the operating offices of Niagara-Mohawk Power 
Company, Bill ? 

MR. MOYERS : Syracuse is the headquarters of Niagara-Mohawk. 

Q. Did Mr. Swidler talk to the President on the telephone? 

MR. MOYERS : This was a cable sent through our communications 
system in the form of a memorandum to the President. 

Q. I s the President staying awake? 

MR.. MOYERS : He is awake. 

Q. Bill, could you say whether these teams are already on the 

MR. MOYERS : Yes, they are . 

Q. Bill, I notice Mr. Swidler has been asked several questions 
in Washington according to our wire and he keeps bucking them down here, 
saying "you 'll have to ask the White House about that." So you might 
end up for quite some time being the primary sou.roe of information as to 
what the goveX't'U'.ll,ent is doing. 
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MR. MOYERS: I hav n't talked to Mr. Swidler but the 
information I have I will be glad to make available, He is perfectly 
f'ree o talk to you and I will so instruct him. I think the President 
he.s d ne all he can do tonight. 

Q. Bill, to help round out the stories, could you let us 
know when the President finally goes to bed? 

MR. MOYERS: If I can I will, Jack. 

Q. For the time being, at least for the wires, we will 
continue to keep somebody in here. 

MR. MOYERS: I think that is a good idea, If something 
comes up I'll be down and give it to you. 

Q. Anything new on Eisenhower, Bill? 

MR. MO~S : No. That's all I he.ve. If anything major 
breaks we will have you called in rour rooms. 

THE PRESS: Thank you, Bill. 

END 
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NE: W COtFERENCE AT THE WH i HOUSE 
< A U ST I N , T EX A S ) 

WIT H J OSE PH LAITI N 

10 : 00 Ml CS T 

NOVEiYIBER 10 , 19 5 

iEDNESDA Y 

,'1 . LAH i i : THE rOLLO II NG ACCO U~CE:'1ENT IS FOR 10 A:-1 CST 
fi EL EA~ E. AFfER TrlE BR IEF A, 1 OUNC EM EN T I F WE HAVE ON OR TWO 
~J i::.:3fl0, :3 ~' LL A"E TH E:1 AND TH EN HA VE A TEN - , ! NUT£ RE CESS 
Bi/ Oi"\c. _; :-E· .~ JI ,, ... THE BR I EF IN G. 

i1 iKR L{iA :· SMIT H: i-iO~v LONG DOES HE Ai~ JCO U CE1ENT RU, ? 

,'1 • i... Ai r. · : I f I S VER Y SHO RT. 

THE P~E::3 JIDE1 T WILL '. ET WI TH CH ANCi LL OR ER HARD ON 
DECE~3[R 6TH , 7TH AND 8TH. JU ST ~HERE AND\ , AT TI ME THE SPECIFIC 
.-1 :.:::.::T V 3::3 •• LL A; E PLACE w ILL BE DETER i'l I NED LATER . 

~RE THEY At Y UE ST I ONS BEFORE I DE CLARE A RE CESS? 

303 YOJ, 3 : f iH.3 OP EN S rHE POSSii3ILITY, JOE, Of A i1EETING 
J >! r riEi{E r; · TEXAS INSTEAD OF HJ .ii ASHINGTON? 

.fi n . LAI I. : I SA ID J UST WHE RE A D WHAT TIME THE SPECIFIC 
;1EE ~-, '(3 ~ILL TA.'\E PLACE vILL aE DETER <1IN ED LATE R, BOB. 

303 YOUNG : IT DOES OPE N THE POSS I BILITY OF A MEEfING DOWN 
HERE I: TEXAS ? 

i1.r( . LA TL\J : I J UST SAID ~IE ·nu DETER~IINE TiiAT LATE R, 
oa . 

rlERE j I LL BE A TE - MI NUTE RECESS NO~. 

CCA 10 : 09 A~ , CST , THE BR I EFI NG CO NTI NUED): 

;riR . LA TL : I HAVE BEEN ASKED ABOUT THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
BET~EE~ riA~CELL O~ ERHARD AND PRES IDE NT JOH NSON. THE LAST 
~EETI~G ~A5 ON J U1E 4T H AT THE WHIT E HOUSE, AT THE TI ME 
CrlA ,lCi.L 0A £RriARD WAS HERE TO RE CEIV E A DEGREE FROM COLUMBIA 
LL • YL ,'1 SITY . 

rliLEt TnO~ AS: J UNE 4TH OF WHAT YEAR, JOE? 

.1 R: LA Tli' : OF 1965 . AT Ti-!AT Ti i1E THERE WAS A JOI NT 
ACCu:J '. iCE:1£1 T TrtAT THE Y JOU LD '.11 EET REG ULARLY TO DISCUSS QUEST IONS 
01 cu~~o I TERES . 

J . SjI ri : J O , ARE YOU SURE ER HA RD WAS IN THIS COUNTRY 
rl .S Ye.Ari ? 

Art . LA Tl W: YES . THE MEETI NG PRIOR TO THAT WAS JUNE 
11' ri rlROUGri THE 13TH , 1964 , ALSO AT THE WHITE HOUSE. THE 
PRE VIOU5 MEE IN BETWEEN THE PRES IDE NT AND DR. ERHARD WAS 
DEC£1BER 2arrl AND 29T H OF 1963 AT THE RANCH. PRIOR TO THAT THEY 
Mi N ,A~rll G 0~ OVER THE WEE KEND OF NOV EMBER 22, 1965. 

KARL BAER~AN : THAT WAS WH EN THE FOR EI GN DIGN ITARI ES CAM E 
OVER FOR PHESIDE~T . 
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BOB THOMPSO N: WOULD YOU REPE AT TH E QUES TIO N, ,JO E? 

MR. LAITIN : THE QUES TION f RO M MR . DAUMA N \t/A S If THAT \t/A S 
TH E WE EKEN D \t/HEN TH E FOREIGN DI GNI TA RI ES CAME HERE fOR THE 
FU !ER L OF PRESIDENT KEN NED Y. THE ANS WER \t/A S YES . 

ER AR D EISIMAN : JOE , WA S TO DAY ' S ANNOUNC EMEN T PRODDED 
IN ANY \t/AY E CHANCELLOR ER HAR D' S STAT E OF TH E UNION SPEECH 
TO TH E 9UNDES TA G THIS MORING I N WHICH HE COMPLAIN ED ABOUT 

ERMANY ' S POSITION AS A SEC OND- CLA SS POW ER IN THE WES TERN 
LLIA CE? 

R. LAITIN : NO. 

THE PR ES I DEN T WAS UP WILL AFT ER MID NIGHT LA ST NI GHT 
RE EI VING REPORT S ON TH E POWER BLA CKOUT IN TH E NORTH EAST. 
HE ~AS UP EARL Y THIS MORNI G. 

JACK HO RNER : DO YO U KNOW WH AT TIM E? 

MR. LAITIN : I DO NOT HAV E TH E EXACT TIME. 

FRA NK CORMIER: SI X AM -- IN THAT NE IGHBO RHOO D? 

l'>lR . LAITIN : IT \t/ AS EARLY THI S MORNING, FRAN!(. 
HE TALKED BY PHONE WITH SECRETARY FOWLER ON TH E GENERAL ECONOMIC 
SUTUATI ON , BALANCE OF PAYMENTS AND BUDGET ARY MATT ERS. 

CHARLES BAI LEY: DID THEY DISCUSS ANY AD MI NISTRATIVE MA TTERS? 

MR . LAITIN : WHAT I JUST GAVE YOU WAS THE GENERAL AREA 
OF THEIR DISCUSS I ON . THE PRESID EN T THEN TAL KED TO SPECIAL 
ASSISTANT JOSEPH CALIFANO AND RECEIVED FROM MR. CALIFANO 
A DETA ILED REPORT OF THE SITUATI ON IN THE NORTHEAST. 

AMONG THE THINGS THAT MR. CALIF ANO INFORMED THE PRESIDENT 
\t/AS THAT THE CONSO LI DAT ED EDISON COMPANY IN NE\t/ YORK REPORTED 
THAT 95 PER CENT OF THE ELECTRICAL SERV IC E IN NEW YORK CITY 
\t/!\S RESTORED. 

AMONG THE THI~GS THAT MR. CALIFANO I NFORMED THE PRESIDENT 
\t/AS THAT THE CO COMMCEN TAK E THIS OUT 

Ir I CAN JUST TO ON BACKGROU ND FOR A MOMENT, I BROUG HT 
THIS FIGURE UP- TO- DATE IN TI ME TO CONFORM \t/ITH THE 95 PER 
CE 1T. I JUST DOUBLE CHECK ED THAT THE 95 PER CEN T OF ELEC­
TRICAL SERVICE IN NOW YORK CITE WAS RESTORED AS OF 10:40 
AM , EST , 4N D THAT EVE RY EFFORT IS BEING MADE TO RESTORE THE 
OTHER 5 PER C~NT AS RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE. 

MR. CAL IFANO ALS O REPORTED ON WHAT THE MILITARY HAS DONE 
DU~ING THE NIGHT TO ALLEVIATE THE SITUATION. THE NAVY RE­
PORTED THAT TH~ NA VAL AIR ST ATIO N AT FLOYD BENNETT FIELD 
IN BROOKL YN, NEW YORK PROVIDED GENERATORS TO A NUMBER OF 
HOSPIT ALS ; THAT THE NAVAL SHI PYARD 
AT NE\t/ YORK PROV I DED ICE TO A HOSPI TAL AND MADE GASOLINE AVAILABLE 
FOR FOR CIVILIAN EMERGEN CY VEHICLES; THAT THE DESTROYER ESCORT 
ALBERT T. HARRIS IS NOW ON STAND- BY-BY DU TY AT THE UNITED 
NATIONS TO PRO VIDE ADD ITIONAL POWER IF NEEDED. I MIGHT ADD 
PARENTHET ICALLY THAT TH E UNITED NATIONS ABUTS THE EAST RIVER 
WHERE TH E DESTRO YER ESC ORT I S. 
ALSO THAT THE USS BROSTOL , A DES TROYER HAS HOOKED ITS POWER 
LINE INTO THE 14TH STREET POWER STATION IN MANHATTAN AND MADE 
THAT POWER STATION OPER ATIO NAL. ALSO I N NEW YORK CITY, 
TWO PORTABLE POWER UNITS \t/ ERE PROVIDED BY THE NAVY TO THE 
RAVENSWOOD POWER STATI ON , WHICH IS A VERY LARG E INSTALLATION 
IN LONG ISLA ND CITE. THAT, I NCID ENTA LLY, I S PART OF NEW YORK CITY, 
PART OF THE MUNICIPAL ITY. 

I N BOSTON, THE NAV AL SHIPYARD PROVIDED BACK-UP FIRE 
FI3HTING EQUIPMENT FOR THE BOSTON fIRE DEPARTMENT AND ALSO 
SUPPL I ED POWER T~ THE MYSTI C POWER STATI ON IN BOSTON. 
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~LICK~ ! LEY: JO E, BOSf ON NAVAL Srl I PYA RD PRO VDED 
THIS FO~ ~YS fIC CONNECTI CU T O ~YSTl C, ~ASS ACHU SE Tf S? 

I l : HE: MYST IC POWE TAI ON I BOSTO N. 

~. S~lfH : JO E, ARE YOU SURE f HE BR03f OL I S A DESTROYER? 
THE:RE u~rn O BE C UI SEJ BY TH AT NME. 

.1R . L 1Tl 1 : IHE HEPOR f I GO T SAID IT 1i/A S A DESTRO YER . 
I CA , ' f COUC ' FOR IT BO YO ND THAT. I ' LL CHECK O,~ TH AT, S,1If fY , 
RI3rl FOR YOU . 

BOSTO N WI TH 3 , 0 00 KILOWATT S OF 
PO IE 

BOB P ERPO I 1T: HOW DID THEY DO THAf? 

.il fl . Lt-\ lfI · : I ' LL CHECK ON TH.~T , TOO . THE NAVAL STATIO N 
Af , £~?OR I , RODE I SU\ND SUPP LI ED 700 • ILO ✓ ATIS OF PO\l/EH TO THE 
EL - c .-nc o:•lPA, 'Y I N NEWPO, T, A!~i) 11 SP~ I NGFIELD, MASSACrl USETTS, 
Tri~ ,A AL RE S£ ✓ £ TR I NI 1 G SIATIO N PROV I DED ONE GENE RATOR 
IO HE ~ERC Y HOSP ifAL I N SPR I NGF I ELD . 

IE AR fJ RCE RE POR TED IT ~ADE AVA IL AB LE ALL OF IT S 
AL f! ELJS f OR E:1ERGEN CY CIV !LIA N USE. ONE SPEC!f IC EX.C1 MPLE, 

S riA A FL I Grl I OF NOR THEAST AIRLI NES USED HA NSCOM FIELD, 
~ASSAC~US£r ·s . rlE AIR FORCE ALSO MADE AVA ILABLE FIRE TRUCKS 
A. fUE L r 011 HOSP IT AL 3EN ERATOR S. 

-~E AR MY CA LLED OUT A UMBER OF NAT I01AL GUARD UNITS 
TO ACf AS ~2CESSAR Y, A.D ALL CIVIL DEFENSE UNITS WER E MOBILIZED 
A~D RE AJY FO AC ~I ON . 

SJa PIERP I T: JO E, YOU ME A. ALL I N THE STR IC KEN AREA ? 

:-rn . L.4 i I : : YES . 

3£R~~RD EI S~AN : J OE , AN Y IDEA ON THE NUW 3ER OF NAT IO NAL 
G :J AK;) U ~J II S 7 

~R . LAI I N: I ' LL HAVE THAT FOR YOU LATE R. 

J Orl i PO , FKET ! CAN YOU Gc:T THt. UNITS, JOE? 

.iR . LAIT 1~ : YES 

rlEL~ N TrlO~AS : HOW IS SLECTRIC POWER I N ALL THE OTHER STATES 
AFFEC-E D? IS ALL BACK I N CO NNECTICUT AND MASSACHUSETTS? 

~R . LAITI N: I A~ GIVI NG YOU ALL THE UP-TO- J ATE REPOR TS. 
THERE s A ~EE f I '. G GO I NG ON ~ow I N WASHINGTON I N WH ICH THEY AR E 
TR YI N3 TO PI POI T THE EXA CT LOCATIO N AND THE CAUSE OF THE 
FA LURE, Al D ALSO WH AT THE PRESENT SITUATION IS. THE MEETI NG 

S GOI. G 0~ RIGHT AT TH IS MINUTE . 

:"JP. . LA Ti i : H THE OFF ICES OF THE FEDERAL POWER 
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COM ISSION IN TH E GENE RAL 4CCOUN TIN G OFFICE UILD I NG I N 
WASHI~GTO . T~E NAMES OF TH E PEOPLE WHO ARE AT THIS MEETING 
WITH FPC CHAIRM 4N SWIOLER -- AND TH ESE AR E JU ST PART OF' A SPECIAL 
PANEL OF E PERT~ OF GO VER NM EN T OFFI CIALS, UTILIT Y AND PRIVAT E 
INDU T~Y PEOPLE -- ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

G. o. WE S NAUE OF TH E TENN ESSEE VALLE Y AU THORIT Y; 
HA RLES P. 4LM N, R. , AL SO OF TVA; 

E. 8. CRUTCHF I ELD OF TH E VI R I I POWER COMPANY; 
W. J . !<Ll::1NB4 H OF TH E PHILA DEL PHIA ELECTR IC COMP ANY; 

F. J . S YDER OF TH E NIAGARA-MOHAWK PO ER MPAN Y; 
GEOR~E MD. L OF THE AMERI CAN ELECTRIC POWER COM PA NY; 

JA K HOR ER : DO YOU KNO WHERE THAT I 7 

"l ;;; . LA ITI : 1-i El ''iEA " UllqH S 4RE IN NEW YORK . 

T. J . N.!\GEL, .!\LSO OF' Tl-i E AM ERI CAN E SC TRIC POW ER COMP A Y; 
LUDWI 3 LESCHER, COMMO WEALTH EDISON SOMPA NY OF CHI CAGE; 
MO RG . 1 UBR0 \11 , DEP ART~-.: lT OF INT ERI OR: 
DR. HA RL ~S CO CORD IA , 3 S ERAL ELECTRIC COMP ANY. 

CH AIR MAN S1HD LER WILL BE WOR !<I NG IN CLOS E CONNECTIO N 
~ 4 THE FBI AND THE DEP4RTMENT OF' DEFENSE, AND THEY WI LL PROCEED 
t R4D I DLY AS POSSI 3 E. THEY WILL BE ~EE TING A GOOD PART OF 
TH E D • 

CH ECK BAILEY: OE, WHAT IS THE SIGN IFICANCE OF THE FBI 
? ~.RTI CIPATION7 

MR. L~ IT IN: THEY WERE I NC LUD ED AMONG THE AGENCIES THE 
PRES I DE T YESTERDA Y I NSTRUCTED TO CO NDUCT AN INVESTIGATION OF 
T~E CI RCUM STA NC ES BECAUSE THEY HAVE THE FACILITI ES. 

I HAVE A FEW ~ESC ELLANEOUS THINGS THAT WERE ALSO IN THE 
REPO RT TO THE PRESIDEN T. THE NEW YO RK AND AMERICA N STOCK 
EX CHANGE S WOULD BE OPEN I NG AT 11 :05, EST, FOR TRADING. 
TH~T S~O UL D HAVE BEEN ABOUT 20 MI NUTES AGO. ALSO THAT THE 
PHILA DELPHIA, BALTIM ORE AND WASH I NG TO N EXCHANGE AND THE BOSTON 
EXC ANG E AR E OPEN AND TRA DI NG AT ABOUT THE REGULAR TIME. 

HE RE IS A GENER AL STATISTI C ON THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE 
AFFECTED I N THE NORTHEAXST. THE PO WER FAILURE AFFECTED MORE 
THA N 30 MILLION PEOPLE I N 8 ST AT ES, WHICH COMPRISES OVER 80,000 
S~U ARE MILES. THE ST ATES AFFECT ED WE RE NEW YORK, PENNSYLVANIA, 
MASSACHUS ETTS , NEW JERSE Y, NEW HAMPSHI RE, CON NECTICUT, 
VERMONT AND ROD E ISLAND. 

CHAR LES MURPHY: NOT MAI NE? 

MR. LAITIN : NO 

JOHN POMFRET: PARTS OF CANADA, JOE? 

MR . LAITIN : I JUST HAV E THE AREAS IN THIS COUNTRY THAT 
WERE AFF ECTED. I DON "T KNOW ABOUT CANADA. 

CHARLES MURPHY: WE HAD MAI NE AND CANADA ON THE MAP LAST 
NIT HT . 

MR. LAIT IN: THIS IS A LATER REPORT AND I DON'T HAVE 
AINE ON IT. 

MERRIMAN SM ITH: IT WAS ANN OUNCED LAST NIGHT THAT THE POWER 
WAS OFF IN MAINE AND TH AN WAS XOM I NG BACK ONE, BILL ANNOUNCED 
THAT LAST NIGHT . 

MR . LAITIN: I 'LL CHECK ON THAT. THE ELECTRICAL SERVICE 
1 PEN SYLVA NIA , MASSACHUSETTS, NEW JERSE Y, NEW HA MPSHIRE, 
CONNECTICUT, 

PAGE FOUR 

COPY LBv LIBRARY 



VERMONT AND RODE ISLAND IS PRACTICALLY NORMAL AT THIS TIME,. 
AND THE SITU TION IN NEW YORK AS OF 9:30 OUR TIME IS THAT POWER 
HAS BEEN RES TOR ED TO AL OF BROOKLYN AND ALL OF UPSTATE NEW YORK; 
THAT 60 PER CE NT OF THE POWER IN THE BRONX IS ON AND THE REMAINDER 
SHOULD BE ON VER Y SHORTLY. INCIDENTALLY, THEY ARE THROWING 
ELECTRICAL SWI THCHES ONE AT A TIME THERE TO PREVENT 
OVERLOADING. ALMO ST ALL OF THE BOROUGH OF QUEENS NOW HAS 
POWER· A our 71 PER CENT OF MANHATTAN HAS POWER. 

BERNARD EI SM AN: IN MANHATTAN IS IT PRIMARILY THE DIRECT 
CURRENT AREAS THAT ARE STILL OUT? 

MR. LAITIN: MANHATTAN DOES HAVE QUITE A BIT OF DC AR EA, 
UT WHETHER THIS I S THE AREA STILL AFFECTED, I DON'T KNOW. 

SERVICE SHOULD BE RESTORED IN MANHATTAN COMPLETELY SOME TIME DURING 
THE DAY, 

ALL MILIT ARY COMMUNICATIONS WERE OPERATING EFFECTIVELY 
THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE POWER FAILURE, AND THE OFFICE OF 
EMERGENCY PLANNI NG WAS FULLY GEARED UP AND READY TO GO 
35 MINUTES AFTER THE POWER BREAK. 

HERE IS THE ANSWER TO AN EARLIER QUESTION. 

AN OFFICIAL IN THE GOVERNOR'S OFFICE IN MAINE ADVISES 
OUR PEOPLE IN WASHINGTON THAT MAINE WAS NOT AFFECTED BY THE 
POWER BLACKOUT, THAT ACCOUNTS FOR THE OMISSION OF THE STATE 
IN THE LIST OF 8 STATES THAT I JUST GAVE YOU. 

BOB PIERPOINT: WHAT rs THE PRESIDENT DOING NOW, JOE? 

MR , LA ITIN: HE IS LOOKING AT SOME CATTLE ON HIS RANCH. 

BOB YOUNG : JOE, WHAT IS THE SITUATION FOR TOMORROW? 

MR. LAITIN : JUST AS MR. MOYERS REPORTED TO YOU AT THE 
BRIEF ING YESTERDA Y. I HAVE NOTHING NEW TO ADD TO IT. 

I WANT TO GIVE YOU ONE OTHER ITEM. THE PRESIDENT READ 
A MEMORANDUM FROM SECRETARY OF COMMERCE CONNOR SUMMARIZING THE 
REPORT OF THE GOVERNMEN T'S FIRST TRADE EXPANSION MISSION 
TO RUMANIA AND POLAND. THEIR MISSION TOOK PLACE FROM SEPTEMBER 
18TH TO OCTOBER 16TH. THE MISSION MISSION TRAVELED UNDER 
THE AUSPICES OF THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. 
THEY REPORT THE Y HAD FULL ACCESS TO A WIDE VARIETY OF PLANTS 
IN ROUMANIA AND POLAND AND FRUITFUL DESCUSSIONS WITH TOP GOV­
ERNMENT OFFICI ALS AND INDUSTRIAL LEADERS. 

THE MISSI ON WAS COMPOSED OF U.S. BUSINESSMEN AND HEADED 
BY COMMERCE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS. SECRETARY CONNOR INFORMED 
THE PRESIDENT THAT THE PEOPLE OF BOTH COUNTRIES DEMONSTRATED 
INTEREST IN U.S. PRODUCTS, A DESIRE TO EARN MORE FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
TO BUY THOSE PRODUCTS AND A WILLINGNESS TO MAKE APPROPRIATE 
TRADE CONCESSI ONS IN ORDER TO DO SO. 
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0 
SECRETARY CONNOR SAID THE MISSION AGREED THAT THERE ARE 

OPPORTU NITIES FOR U, S, FIRMS TO TRANSACT BUSINESS I N BOTH COUNTRIES, 
BUT THAT DEVELOPING THESE MARK ETS WILL TA KE TIM E AND A PVO NEERING 
SPIRIT. 

THE MISSION RECOMMENDED THAT U.S. BUSINESSMEN WITH AN 
INTEREST IN THESE MAR KETS VI SIT THE AR EAS AND AC QUAI NT THEMSELVES 
WITH AN CMMMERCIAL NE EDS AND TECHNICAL PROBLEMS , 

THE MISS ION ALSO MADE THESE POI NTS: 

I, A LACK OF GENERAL MAR KETING INFORMATION EXISTS BETWEEN 
EAST AND WEST. 

2 , THER E IS CONCERN IN RUMANIA OVER LACK OF MOST-FAVO RED­
NATIO NS TREATMENT BY THE UNITED STATES, AND THERE IS CO NCERN IN 

POLAND ABOUT ACCESS TO NORMAL U.S. CREDIT, 
THIS MISSION WAS ORIGINALLY ANNOUNCED AS PART OF THE 

PRESIDENT'S PROGRAM TO BUILD BRIDGES OF TRADE WITH THE NATIONS 
OF EASTERN EUROPE, 

BOB PIERPOI NT: JOE, IS THIS REPORT TO BE TAKEN AS A 
RECOMMENDATION BY THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE THAT ROUMA NIA 
BEB GRANTED MOST- FAVORED-NATIONS TREATMENTI 

MR. LAITI N: THIS IS SIMPLY A REPORT OF THE MISSION TO 
THE SECRETARY, WH ICH THE SECRETARY REPORTED TO THE PRESIDENT, 

JAC K HO RNER: DO YOU KNOW WHEATER POLAND NOW GETS MOST 
FAVORED NATIONS TREATMENT? 

MR, LAITIN: I'LL CHECK ON THAT, JACK, 

HUGH FLAHERTY: JOE, IS THERE NOT A NEWS CONFERENCE WITH 
SEC RETARY CONNOR AND THE HEAD OF THE MISSION IN WASHINGTON 
TODAY? 

MR, LAITIN: THERE IS A MEETING OF SOME KIND GOING ON 
THERE ABOUT NOW, 

BOB PIERPOINT: WITH REPORTERS? 

MR. LAITIN: I'LL CHECK ON THAT, I DON'T KNOW WHETHER IT 
IS WITH REPORTERS OR NOT, 

JOHN POMFRET: JOE, DOES THIS INDICATE THAT THERE IS ANY 
POSSIBILITY THAT A TRADE AGREEMENT SUCH AS THAT NEGOTIATED 
WITH ROUMANIA MAY NOW BE NEGOTIATED WITH POLAND? 

MR, LAITIN : I WOULDN'T WANT TO INTERPRET THIS IN ANY 
MANNER, JOHN, 

JOHN POMFRET: COULD YOU SAY WHETHER THIS MISSION SOLO 
ANYTHING? 

MR, LAITIN: I DON'T KNOW WHETHER THAT WAS THEIR PURPOSE, 
JOHN, BUT I'LL BE GLAD TO CHECK ON THAT FOR YOU LATER. 

CHARLES MU RPHY& HOW MANY MEN WERE IN THE MISSION AND VHO ARE 
THEY, JOE? 

MR, LAI TINI I'LL CHECK ON THAT, CHARLES. WE ANNOUNCED 
THIS FROM THE WHITE HOUSE A COUPLE OF MONTHS AGO, VITH ALL Or THi 
NAMES OF THE MISSION. I DON'T HAVE THEM HANDY AT THE MOMENT. 

MERRIMAN SM ITHI JOEi DID THE PRESIDENT HEAR ANYTHING TODAY 
YROM FORME R PRESIDENT EISENHOWER7 

MR, LAITINI I'LL CHEC K ON THAT, SM ITTY. 
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M. SM I TH: ALS O, IS MR. JACO BSEN HERE OR DID HE GO BACK? 

MR . LAITIN; I' LL HAV E TO CHECK ON THAT Ir YOU AR E REALLY 
I TERE TED. I KN OW MR. WATSON IS HERE. 

1. SM ITH: WELL, I'M INTERESTED BECAUSE CONGRESSMAN RESMICK 
Of NEW YOK K SAYS THAT HE PLANS TO CONFER HERE TOMORROW WITH 

R. JACOBSE N. 

D. KI KE R: MOYERS SAID LAST NIGHT JACOBSEN WAS GOING BACK 
TO WASH! GTO N. 

MR. LAITIN: SMITTY, I CAN CHECK ON THAT RIGHT NOW. HE 
IS HERE I N TEXAS. THAT IS ALL I HAVE FOR YOU NOW. ARE THERE 
AN Y QUESTIO S? 

JACK HORNER: WILL YOUR NEXT BRIEFING BE AT 4? 

MR. LA ITIN: YES. 

JOHN POMFRET: JOE, ARE YOU GOING TO HAVE ANYTHING AT 
ALL ON MR. YOUNGBLOOD AND MR. JOHNS? 

MR . LAITIN: THAT SHOULD BE COMING OUT Or TREASURY IN 
WASHING TON ABOUT NOW. 

CHUCK BA ILEY: ~ILL YOU MAKE THE INFORMATION AVAILABLE 
HERE? CAN THAT BE DONE? 

MR. LAITI N: YES. 

JACK HOR NER: WHAT SHOULD BE COMING OUT Or WASHINGTON 
A BOUT NOW , JOE? 

MR. LAITI N: I WAS ASKED ABOUT MR. YOUNGBLOOD AND THE SECRET 
SERVICE. I SAID THAT SHOULD BE COMING OUT OF WASHINGTON. I 
WILL SEE IF I CAN MAKE THE INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO YOU HERE 
A LITTLE BIT LATER. I'LLCHECK ON THAT RIGHT NOW. TREASURY IS 
ISSUING I T. 

THE PRESS: THANK YOU, JOE. 

THE END 
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AT THE WHIT E HOU SE 
CAUTINT , TEXA S) 

WITH OO SEP H LAITI l 

4 : 08 P CST 

NOVEM BER 10 , 1965 

WEDN ESDA Y 

MR: LAITI N: THERE ARE 4 PRE SS RELEASES THAT ARE BE I NG 
DESTRIEUTED TO YOU OW . ONE IS THE GRANT I NG OF A RECESS 
AP POI1T ElT TO CEC IL LY0 1 AS U. S. AMBASSADOR TO THE MA LDIVE 
ISLANDS . AMBASSADOR LY ON WILL SERVE I N A DUAL CAPACIT Y, 
Rf""A I 1 I 1G AS AM BASSAD OR TO CE YL ON. 

PRES IDE~T J OH SO IS ALSO GRANTI NG A RECESS APPOI NTMEN T 
TO 111 RSHA LL P. J0 1'1£S OF MAR YL AND , A CA REER FOREIGN SERV ICE 
OFFICER , AS U.1ITE D STATES AM9ASSADOR TO MAL AW I. HE WILL REPLACE 
A~ BAS DOR SA~ P. GILSTPA P, WHO IS RETURNI NG TO WASH INGTO 
TO 8£ OME DEPUTY ASS I ST MT SEC RETAR Y OF STATE FOR I NTE RN ATIO, AL 
ORG .1 IZATIO NAL A.H AIRS . 

J ACK HOR ER : WAS HE NO~I NATED, JOE? 

'."J R . LAITP1
: NO. 

THE PR ES IDENT I S ANN OU NCI NG THE APPOI NTMENT OF GOVERNOR 
NEL 0' RO CKE FELL ER TO THE ADVI SORY CO MM ISSION ON I NTER ­
GOVERN~ENTAL RE LATIONS , SUCC EED I NG GOVERNOR JO HN ANDERSON, JR., 
OF KA NSAS . 

THE FOURTH RELEASE IS A!li. lOU ~lCEMHlT BY THE PRE SIDENT 
OF THE APPOI NTMENT OF OOUR PU9LIC MEMBERS TO THE FATHER 
~ARQUETT E TERCE ~TEN AR Y CO MM ISSI ON. 

DO UGH KI KER : HAS THI S CO MM ISS ION EVER MET? I DON"T MEA 
THE QUESTION FACETIOUSLY. LET' S PUT IT THIS WA Y: HAS IT MET 
SI 1CE THE PRESIDENT APPOHlTED IT? 

MR . LAIT I : I'LL CHECK ON IT LATER. 

THE PRE SIDE NT IS ANN OUNCING THAT CHAIRMA N JOSEPH C. 
S IDLER, JR., OF TH E FEDERAL POWER COMMIS SION HAS AGREED TO 
3TA Y ON AS CHA I RM A UNTIL DE CEMB ER 31ST. CHAIRMAN SWIDLER 
vAS TO LEAVE THE FPC NOVEMBER 15TH TO E TER THE PRIVATE 
'PACT ICE OF LA W I N WASHINGTO N. 

CHAR LES MUR PH Y: I S HE NOT SERVING BY GRA CE NOW ANYWAY? 

MR LAITI N: CHAIRMAN SWIDLER ' S TERM ACTUALLY EXPIRED ON 
IU NE 22 ND BUT, LIKE MAN Y TOP LEVEL POSITIONS, THERE WAS ~HAT 
'HE Y RE FE R TO AS HOLD-OV ER TEN URE WHE RE A MA~ WILL SERVE 
INT IL HIS SUC CESSOR I S APPOI NTED . 

FRAA~ K CORMIER: J OE , CAN YOU SAY HE IS BE I NG HELD 
VER TO CO !D UCT THIS INVESTI GATIO N OF THE POWER FAILURE? 

MR . LAITI N: ACTUALLY, THE PRES IDE NT REQUESTED HIM TO 
EM Ai r FOR THE REST OF THE YEAR YESTERDAY AFT ERNOON , A FEW 
OUPS BE FO RE THE POWER FA ILURE DEVELOP ED . 

¥AR L BAU MAN : HE AGREED TO THIS BEF ORE THE POWER FAILURE? 

~R . LA ITI Ns I SA ID THE PRESIDEN T REQUE STED HIM TO, 
~,o THI S MORNING HE AGREED TO DO SO. THE PRESIDENT SAID HE 
~~ AWARE OF THE PEP~ONAL SACR IFICE INVOLVED AND WANTED HIM 
, v"' f'J '1' •w·.: !UC 1i HE APPRECIA TED IT. 
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BO B YOUNG: JO E, HOW LONG HA S SWI DLER BEEN ON THE COMMI SS ION? 

MR. LAI TI N: CHA I RM AN SWI DLER WA S APPOINTED TO THE 
fPC IN JU NE, 196 1; WAS APP OI NTED CHARMAN TWO MONT HS LATER AND 
HAS BEEN CHAI RM AN EVER SI NCE. 

DOUG KIK ER : I S HE A REPU BLICAN OR A DEMOCRAT? 

MR. LA ITI N: I DON ' T HAV E ANY POLITICAL AffILIATIO N 
ON HI M. I WILL CH ECK IT. HE I S FROM NA SHVILL E, TENNESSEE, 
WH ERE HE WA S ENGAGED I N TH E PRIVAT E PRACTICE Or LAW UNTIL 
HA S APPOINTM ENT. HE PL ANS TO RETURN TO THE PRI VAT E PRACTIV E Or 
LA W IN WA SHINTON , D. c. HE LIV ES I N BITHESDA, MA RYLA ND 
BUT STALL VOT ES IN NASHVILLE. 

BILL CHAPMAN: JOE, ti/ HY DID THE PRES IDENT ASK HIM 
TO STAY ON ? 

MR. LAITIN: HE SIMPLY WANTED CHAIRMA N SWI DLER TO REM AI N 
TH ERE UNTIL HE FO UND A SUCESSOR. 

JOHN PO MFRE T: JOE, nro MR. S~IDLER AND TH E PRESI DENT 
T LK BY TELEPHO NE TODAY? 

MR. LA IT IN : NO 

CHUC K BAI LEY : HO W WAS THE AGRE[~E 'T CO NVE YEn TO THE 
PRESIDENT BY MR SWI DLER? 

MR. LAITI N: IT WS THROUGH CALIFANO. 

CHARLES MURPHY: THAT'S A FI VE- MAN CO MM I SSI0~ , IS N'T 
IT, JOE? 

M~. LAITI N: YES. 

DOUG KI KER: THE REQUEST WAS CON VEYED TO MR. SWIDL ER 
T~RO UGH MR. CALIF ANO JUST A FEW HOU~S BEFORE THE LIGHT S 
WE 1T our ALL OVER THS EASTER SEABOARD? 

MR. LAITIN: YES 

CHUCK BAI LEY: WAS BOTH THE RE QUEST AND THE ACCEPT AN CE 
THROUSH MR . CALIFANO? 

MR. LA IT I : YES. 

HEL EN THOM AS: IS IT A 4-YEAR TERM OR FIVE? 

MR. LAITIN: IT'S A 5-YEAR TERM. HE DID NOT LEAVE THE 
POSITION ON JUNE 22 ND BECAUSE THERE WAS SOME UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
AND IT WAS BY MUTUAL AGREEMENT THAT HE WAS REMAINI NG ON UNTIL 
NOVEM BER 15 TH. 

HAYES GORRY: JOE, WHAT WAS HIS RESPONSE TO THE REQUEST? 
YOU SAID HE AGREED TO STAY ON THIS . MORNING? 

MR. LAITIN: I WANT TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT HE HAD PRETTY 
MUCH AGRE ED TO STAY ON YESTERDAY BUT IT WAS NECESSARY FOR HIM 
TO MAK E CERTAIN ARRANGEMENTS IN HIS PRIVATE LIFE WHEREIN 
OTHER PEOPLE WERE INVOLVED, AND HE WANTED TO CONSULT THEM 
BEFORE HE FOR MALLY AGRE ED TO STAY ON. 

THAT IS ALL I HAVE. ARE THERE ANY QUESTIONS? 

CHARLES FREUND: JOE, EVERYBODY IS ASKING DOES THE 
PO WER FAILURE, AS FAR AS THE PRESIDENT IS CONCERNED, MEAN 
TH E NATION IS SUSCEPTIBLE TO SABOTEURS, THAT ONE OR TWO 
SABOTEURS COULD DO THI S SOMETIME AND THIS COULD HAPPEN 
I N THI S WAY? 
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MR . LAIT IN: THE PRES I DENT LAST NIGHT ORDE RED A THOROUGH 
STU DY OF TH E CAUSES OF THE PO WER FAILURE A~D FPC CHAIRMA ! 
SW IDLER ACTED ! ~MED IATEL Y A •D CALLED TOP EXPERT S IN GOVERNMENT 
A~D PRIV ATE I ND USTR Y. THE Y'VE 9EE N .EET I GALL DA Y I 1 WASH ­
I NG TO ' • THE PPES IDFNT SA ID A REPORT ON THIS STUD Y WOULD BE 
EX PECTED AT THE EAR LI EST POSS IBLE rO¥ EN T AS TO THE CAUSES 
OF THE FAIL URE ~IT H RECOMM ENDAT I ONS ON STEPS TO SE TAKE N TO 
PREVE~ T A REC URRE ~CE. 

8 08 TH OMPSON: WO ULD YOU REPEA T THE QUESTI ON . 

803 PIE RPOI NT: IT WAS A GOOD ONE. 

'.1 R . LAITI!--1: I io1AS /l.SKED AT THI S t,'I OR JI.J G ' S 9R IEF I. ' G 
ABOUT ~!HA T ~1 TIO t-!AL GU ARD U. ITS WEPE H 1VOLVED LAST 1 IGHT, 
AND I WILL POST THE~. 

~OB B OMP SO 1 : WA IT A MI. UTE , I WANT TO li EAR THAT QUESTIO t-1 • 

CHAR LES FREUND: ALL I ASKED IS WHAT EVER YBODY IS ASK I 1G 
ME OUT 0~ THE STREET -- DOES THIS PO ~ER FAIL UR E ~EN THAT A 
HANDFUL OF SA30TEURS C ULD DO THE SA~E THING ? 

~ERR !~A~ S~ !TH : J OE , THI S IS EVI DENTLY A SER IOUS fITUATION 
BECAUSE IT OCCURS TO PEO PL E ALL OVER THE COU NTRY THAT SUCH 
A THI 'G COULD SHUT D01.1'N TH E PO WF.R SIJPPL Y \~ ITH! ' 
A GREAT SECT I 0.1 OF THE COUN TRY. 

'.l'R . L ,IT I ' : THE M1SWER TO YOUR QU ESTI0.1 IS THA T THERE 
IS NO I NFOR 1 ATI ON ON THAT AT THIS TIME. 

809 YO U~G : JOE , 0 1 THE SIT UA TION REGARD I NG TO~ORROW , 
1.1! ILL THERE BE SOMET HING AT TH E R.4 ICH , A D, MOST SPEC IF I CALLY, 
IS THE~ A~ Y PC SS I3ILITY WE MA Y GO OUT THERE ? 

.rn . LAITP1 : !'10 . THI S IS, AS MR . MOYERS EXPLAINED TO YOU 
YE STERDA Y, SI"1PLY THE EQU IVALHlT OF THE TUESDA Y LUN CHEONS 
THA T THE PRES I DE NT HAS ~IT H THE SE ~EN, AND JUST AS IN WA SHING­
TO~ , THESE YE~ WOULD NOT ~OR~ALL Y BE AVA IL AB LE TO YO U. 

CHU CK BA IL EY : DO YOU EXPECT TO HA VE AN Y I NFORMA TION FOR 
US THROUGH A~ Y CHANNEL ON WHAT IS DI SCUSSED AT THIS MEETING? 

MR . LAITI ~: PROBA9 LY ~OT . 

JUST ONE LITTLE FOOTNOTE TO THE DETAILS I GAVE YOUR 
THIS ~ORN I NG 0~ THE PO WER FAILURE . THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT 
HAS BEE~ DIRECTED TO TAKE ALL NEC ES SARY STEPS TO SPEED UP 
THE FLO\/.' OF MAIL WHICH WAS HELD UP AS A RE SULT OF TUESDAY 
.• IGHT' S BLACKOUT. THIS WILL INVOLVE UTILIZATION OF ALL 
AV AIL AB LE !Vl/l.N P0\1.I ER AND THE AUTHOP.IZATION OF ANY NEEDED OVERTIME 
WORK FOR POSTAL EM PLOYEES . 

DIC K MCGOWAN: IS THIS THE FIRST ANN OUNCEMENT OF THAT? 

MR. LAITI N: YE S, IT rs. POST~ASTER GENERAL LAWRENCE 
0"8R IE N ADV ISES THAT THIS PROJECT WILL INVOLVE THE EXPANDED 
USE OF AI RLIFT FOR FI RST CLASS LETTERS FOR ACCELERATING 
DELIV ER Y OF MA IL TO MORE DISTANT STATES FROM THE NORTHEAST 
~UCH AS CALIFOR NIA, FLORIDA, ETC. 

HUGH FL AHER TY: HOW MUCH MAIL IS BACKED UP, JOE? 

MR . LAITI N: I DON'T HAVE ANY FIGURES ON THAT, eur NONE 
OF THEM WORKED IN Al'1Y OF THE AFFECTED POST OFF'ICES DURING 
THE NIGHT, OBVIOUSLY. 
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BOB PIERPO I NT: JOE, CO UL D YOU GIV E US A YT HING ON THE 
PRE5 ID E~T' S REAC TION TO THE SPEED WITH WH ICH THE GOVERNMENT 
MET THIS PO WER FAILURE , THE SPEED WITH WHICH THE OEP ACTED AND 
A 1D TH E .ILITA RY ACTED? 

1R. LAITI N: NO, BUT FOR BACKGR OU D I CA TELL YOU THAT I 
RECE IV ED A PHO NE CALL FRO~ THE NEWS DIRECTOR OF A RED I O STATION 
IN TRO Y, 1 EW YORK A SHORT TIME AGO , ~HO TOLD ME THAT THEY WERE 

THE O LY RAD IO STATION THAT WAS FU NCTIONING LA ST NIGHT IN THE 
SCHE ECTA DY- ALBAN Y-TROY AREA ; THAT THEY COULD N'T MAKE A 1Y PHO NE 
CALLS , THE IR I IRE SERVIC ES \~ERE OUT . THE REASO N THE NE~/S DIRECTOR 

CA LL ED ME WAS TO SA Y THAT THI S MOR NI NG THEI R READIO STATION WAS 
FLOODED WIT H PHO~E CALL S FROM LI STE , ERS WHO ASKED THE STATION 
TO CALL HERE AND TO EXPRESS TH EIR GR ATITUDE TO THE PRESIDENT 
FOR HAVI NG MP . MOYERS BR IEFING THE~ LA ST NIGHT BE CAUSE THA T WA S 

THE ONLY CONTACT THEY HAD, THE ONLY NEWS THEY HAD OF WHAT WAS 
GO I G 0 1 • I .~SKED THE NEWS DIRECTOR VF HIS TELETYPES WERE DOWN 
AND THE PHONES WERE ' T WORKING , HOW WA S HE GE TTI NG INFORMATION? 
HE SAID TH EY WERE MONITORI NG A RADIO STA TION IN ANOTHER CIT Y. 

IF AN YSODY WANTS IT, I CA N GIV E YOU THE STATIO N' S NAME . 

HELEN THOMAS : DOES THE PRESIDENT HAVE ANY PLA NS FOR ANY 
CELEBRATI ON FOR VETERA NS DA Y? 

R. LAIT IN: I DON'T KNOW XF AN YTH ING auT I'LL CHECK . 

M. S~IT H: JOE , HAS HE BEEM IN ANY CONTACT AT ALL ABOUT THE 
CO ND ITI ON OF PR ES IDENT EISEN HOWER TODAY? THERE IS A STOR Y 
OUT OF TH ERE AT 3 : 59THAT SA YS THE CHEST DISCOMFORT HAS RETURNED 
AND HE CA 11NOT BE MOV ED TO l!J ASH INGTON. 

MR . LAITI N: THE STAFF AT THE RANCH IS BE I NG KEPT FULLY 
I~FO RMED ON THE SITUATION, SM ITTY. 

HARLEY PE RSH I NG : JO E, IS THERE ANY INDICATION OF WHEN WE 
MIGHT LEA RN OF WHERE MR . J OHNSON WILL ~EET ERHARD , EIT HER HERE 
OR I1 WASH I NG TO N? 

JViR , LAIT IN : NO . 

HAR LEY PERSH ING: I ~EAN DO YO U EXPECT IT SOON? XO YOU 
EXPECT IT NEXT WEEK ? 

MR . LAITi t ; 11lHEN I KNOW , YOU 'LL KNOW , 

M, SMI TH: COULD WE RETURN TO THE QUESTIO N ABOUT GENERAL 
E ISENHO~/ER ? 

WHAT SORT OF I NFORMAT ION DO YOU HAVE ON HIS COND ITION? 

MR . LAITI N: WHEN I KNOW N 

RE PEA T LA ST L !NE 
MR . LAITI N: TH E SOURCE OF THIS INF ORMA TION IS FT. GORDON. 

BOB THOMPSON: JOE , YOU SA ID THAT THE STAFF IS BEING KEPT 
FULL Y INFO RM ED . I S THE PRESIDENT KEEPING TABS ON EISENHOWER'S 
CO ND IT IO N? 

MR . LAITI N: YE S, TH EY GF.T REPORTS FROM FT. GORDON. 

808 THOMPSON : HAS THE PR ESIDENT BEEN RECEIVING THISE REPRRTS? 

MR . LAITI N: YES , 

808 THOMPSON : WHAT THE PR ES IDE NT BEEN DOING THIS AFTERNOON? 

MR . LAITI N: HE HAS BEEN DOING A LITTLE WORK AT HIS DESK. 

JOH N POMFRET: JOE, I NOTI CE I N THE RELEASE ABOUT GOVERNOR 
ROCKEFELLER ' S APPO INTMENT THAT IT SA YS THAT FORMER BOVERNOR 
A~DFRSON ' S MEM~ERS HIP 



then takinJ IIOCk, U., found tbcmaelvea still stranded and 
fsr ~ 6ome. 'T'boonnd• took refup in National Guard 
armonc, thnnn:a open to than after' 8 UL. by OoYemar 
R.octefel.la. 

At $'(].7 P.M.. Mafor Oeneral Robert E. Condon. di.rectnT 
ol Cm! Defense for e\\ York Cit), \\as steppmg mto an 
elevator at the Biltmore Hotel ,,hen the lobby hg.hts dunmed 
and dtcd. He made lus wa} to the streel eeing that all 
lights were out m the area he called lus hcadquarll,,. by 
ca:r radto and alerted cml defense offices m the 11ve bor­
oup 

Govc..-n1or Rockefeller ,,a.~ on h1 \\U\ from K1..'11Jledy lnter­
nauonal Auport to ht home at , 12 Fifth Av1.."11Ue wh1..-n durk­
ncs struck the cit, He had been m /\Uontn lo attend the 

al!onal Pure Water Conference of the Nouonal Association 
of Cit OllicCP.;. A ht cur ,, - lcavmg U1e East River Dnve 111 

Mwlhattan the Governor noti 1..'d U1e snarled traffic. und Ui1..,1 
lht {!ti h dark Ht \\Clll home and clunb...'() the fifteen stones 
to lus apartment lk had u cwidlchght dinn1..-r w1U1 his wife, 
then took h.:."f \\1th hun to Ju e,, York oflice al 22 West 55Ui 
·uect IL \\ 7:30 \\hen he amvcd. By U1en the gravity of 
the tuation , n clear Mr Rockeli:ller ordered out U1e No­
uonal Guard and took other em<.-rg1..-ncv measures. Ile worked 
b, Ult light of tlashl1ghts and canclles lent by a nearby restau­
rant Mr Rockefeller th<.i1 made stall.,nt!llts for the Jeadmg 
radio ;taUon For !us message to gel on the Notional Broad­
c~ ompon) nel\, ork h~ had to call the network afflli~te 
m Clu o b', telephone ,ruch m tum relayed the message to 
tht lotion Ill C\\ York and on to the arr. Mr. and Mrs. 
Roe ..Seller ,,cnt home bout midmght, climbin&_ those fifteen 
fflabta again Tot had ~veral hour.; to wmt bctore the hghts 
\\ • t 

11 Johruon Tcceivc:d \\ ord ol the lllilS!;IVe p0\\er fa.ii-
i; a 1 I u."J)I lor 11 qwck meal, he wru; at his desk until 

cnt bed al I \ M At the he111ht of the cri is he was 
•1' n1:- 1 Mr EJliniton m Washmglon eV<."f} Jive or ten rnin­

uk 
Mii or Wag.ncr, \\ho ,,as to leave after twelve years as 

Ma or on December 3 I, wa m lus car on Uie Past River Dnve 
lbcn the pc>\\er foiled Usmg his telephone connection to the 

Frre Department radio, he established the senousnes of the 
1tuat1011 and turned the limousme back lo City Holl 1l1e 

snarled traffic caused him a half-hour delay. Ile onfcrrcd 
,,1th lus Lmergency Control Board unl!I long after m1dmght 

Mayor-elect Jolm V Lmd<;Lty was about to enter an elevator 
at radio station WEVD, 117 We~l 46th Street when the power 
foiled I le ,,as scheduled to tape an mterv1ew w1U1 Victor 
J4 

Riesel, the syndicated labor cotumnJst, who is blind. Mr. Riesel, 
who had arrived a mammrt earlier, was trapped in an elevator 
near the second floor Mr Lindsay ran to the second floor and 
shouted encouragement, then left for a candlelight dinner en­
gagement \\1th his comprugn staff while workers tned to extri­
cate Mr Rte el. ome observers md later 1t was odd that Mr. 
Lindsay had not been mvited to U1e City Hall conference. An 
rude said Mayor Wagner had felt that it was hi resporsibiity 
to deal with the problems of the city unW December 3 I . 

By 6 P M. Lbat night 1t was obvious that U1e city was in deep 
trouble, Mo t of those m the subways were able lo make therr 
way to the darkened streets immediately. But there were more 
than ten thousand for whom what promised to be a qwck ride 
home turned mto a seven-hom mcarcerallon. 1l1e mo t difficult 
evacuation took place Just after 10:30, when eventeen hun­
dred pa ·engers were escorted from fom trams on the William -
burg Bridge lugh above U1e East River They had been !randed 
for five hours. 

Throughout the system, wiU1 emergen y lights glowing, sub­
way attendunts and policemen walked deep into U1e l1llmels 
and far out on elevated structures lo lead passengers to safely. 
An IRT train stalled underneath the East R!ver between the 
Grand Central and Vernon-Jackson Stallons. After a tw<>bow­
wait in dllJl]y lit cars, the passengers v.:ere led by Transit Au­
thonty policemen two thousru1d yards to U1e Queens station 
and, finally, the street and fre h air. The passengers coming 
from powerless trams gave sunilar reports TI1ey said mo t 
trams sputtered mto stations, moving m fits and start as the 
li~ts grew dunmer. The lights ftnally went out, the train stood 
still, the doors opened Most passengers sat and waited, s~­
mg up conversations. Most of U1e 1mlal!on was taken out m 
urcum. 

Mrs. Yael Klem of 360 Cabrini Boulevard said that her 
northbound IND EigbU1 A venue tram had stalled halfway out 
of the J68U1 treet station and Umt a conductor had entered 
the car \\1th a 0ashlight and said U1erc was a power lbortap. 
1l1e passengers were U1en l~d out of U1e cars by U1e conductor, 
Mrs. Klem recalled The exit was orderly Passengers joked as 
they trooped lo _the street above. Al some places, subway 
workers were bnsk and terse m the manner of New Yorlc 
conductors At U1e norU1bound IRT platform at Broadway and 
42nd treel, a Transit policeman walked along a stalled train 
and shouted. " O.K Trains not running . Everybody out." 
Policemen were as igned to help m U1e evacuation and to 
keep anyone from walking into the stations. " You dolll want 
to &0 Ill there," said a policeman at the IND station at 42nd 

trcct and Eighth A venue, as he pointed down a llpa of stains 



7. A Call from the President 

the President and Mrs. Johnson rode a few nules north of 
therr Texa ranch, the raclJo ID therr \\hlte Uncoln Contmental 
tuned m to e 6 o'clock ne broadcast Pre ·1dem Johnson 
hc.:,1rd the.: report that udden blacknes • had blanketed e\\. 
York Ci and put areas the nortbea t. 

lbs qwck concern a Presrdent was for the people-th ir 
health, their wellbeing, their safe!) . His quick con em as 
Commander-in-Chief was for the defense of th countn 

Hi flnt act was to reach for the reccl\ er f lu. • radio­
telephone and call Buford Ellington. director of the Office of 

m r enc Planrnng, and ecretary of Defense Robert . . 
McNamara. While he talked, the pmrlq car closed the da­
tance to the LBJ ranch. 

1l1e blackout crisis w11s proof agam that for the Pre 1dent 
there is never escaoe from office. He had gone to his ran h • 
near Johnson City ' seventeen days earlier to recuperate from 
aurgezy, performed on Oct. 8, to remove his gall bladder and 
a lmioe tone. 

Toe ranch IS home for the President, his retreat, hi return 
to himself, and be tries there to keep the chore . of the Presi­
dency to therr m1Il1Illum The day started qwetly He had 
ansen early, by custom., and had received word from his 
Anned Forces aide, Colonel Jan1es Cros , and his personal 
physician, Vice Admiral George G. Burkle ', on the hospitaliza­
tion of General Eisenhower at Fort Gordon, Georgia The 
Pre ident telephoned Mrs. Eisenhower, then sent a \\in: to the 
general 

Following h.ts doctor· tanding ord rs, President Johnson 
took a walk uound his ranch, then went to his desk to check 
some documents. He appro\'ed a reorgaruzauon of some of the 
operations of tile Department of Health, Education and Wel­
fare and gave drrections to ha, e ecret3I) of tale Dean Rusk, 
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• 
lmestfptioo, the Department of Defense and other Govem-
O]CDt agencies to support you In any way possible 1 • • 

"You are 10 call upon the top experta in your .action in 
conducting this invest1gatJ.on. A report 1s expected at the 
earliest possible moment as to the causes of the failure and the 
steps you r1'COlllMCOd to be taken to prevent a recurrence." 

People in trouble-and rarely ha, e there been such sudden 
full-scale trouble and potential peril as there were that Tuesday , 
night of darkness-means also and mstantaneously that a 
nation's defenses ma) be down, it was the military security 
of the United States that created that rught so much concern 
in ao many places. 

Mr. Moyers, ,,ho from the Colorual Room of the hotel was 
funnelmg the news and developments from the temporary 
White House in Te. a to an an."\.lous nallon. was a ked about 
the President's reference to the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
in the directive to the Federal Power Con11mss1on. Did this 
mean that the Go,·emment believed sabotage was mvolved? 

Mr. Moyers, cool as alway , replied 
"TJ-us indicate nothing other than that all the resources 

of the Government are to be at the disposal of the Federal 
Power Commission m making the inve t:igal!on." 

He added that the President had not talked with J. Edpr 
IIoO\er, d.Jrector of the bureau, but had indicated to the 
Justice Department and other Federal agenc1e that he wanted 
complete cooperati.on m the mqwr) 

In the usually uncommunicative headquarten of the FBI 
In Washington nobod) talked, on the record or off the record. 
The as umption was, however, that agents of the mvestlgative 
agency had mo\"ed at once, fanning through the blacked-out 
regions and checking with the local police departments. 

As the hours passed, ho\,e,·er, and then as the days went 
by, sabotage did not emerge as the villam But uneasy in 
many minds was the thought that it could have been sabotage, 
Oiat if indeed the darkness that suddenly engulfed 30 million 
Americans was fmally traceable to a srngle "urumportant" 
po,,._er plant going out of \\.back, might it not then be equally 
plausible for half a dozen saboteurs lo para.lyu the counlI)' 
vast interconnected power systems stmply by cuttmg a few 
\\1rcs? 

'I he que t10n-and the grim possibilit1es--raised another 
question-and even more grun po sibilitic -on the vital 1 sue 
or surviYal: defonsc. Were the country's defenses also vul­
nerable when so much of the power that feeds the armed forces 
could short cucwt into nothingness? 

All the mfom1ation that has been given out by officials of 
U1c Department of Defense and all the infonnal1on that has • • 
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Consolldated Edison Energy Control Center's night crew. 

been pyramitlctl b probing reporter ucW up to evulcncc I.hat 
Lhe defense network funct1oncd moolhl 

From General TI10111u Po.,ve:ra, tht:. blw1t- po • man Y.ho 
once cororn•oded lhe 'tratcg1c Air Oxntl'dod 11'1 L now m 
reltremenl came U1e most terse antl a unnr uimm :i on the 
contmumg OJX,'faltons of one or tht:. countiy'1 mo t vital ~ 
fcnses--SAC. 

' D1c Strategic Alf Com.m.antl ha it~ 0\\11 method of 
generating power.' he srud 'It doesn't clcp,.:nd on aII) " 

Confident rn their system that prov1d auxili.azy---<lCDl-
pletely mclependent-power at all Air Force, Arm nd a\') 
111stallat1ons, official at the Pentagon nevt:.'Tthck: chcc cd 
major military staltons throughout the countn in a \'tlt prc­
cautionary measure when the blackout d~>nded Th <l -
clared that military operations and communication had not 
been serious! affected The word "senousl) " was aptmenll 
a bit of military conservatism. The Pentagon meant that 1 
bases had not been totally unmvolved, but, caught for the 
moment m the blackout, they had been able to v.1tch to their 
own power sources. 

The statements out of the Pentagon chd not quiet all fears 
Representative L. Mendel Rivers, Democrat of outh Carolina 
aDd chairman of the House Armed en,ces Committee called 
on Mr. McNamara to make a •• full report·· on th elTc!Ct of the 
power failure on nallonal defen e. 

" uch a failure must come as a great hock to the Amencan 
people, for 1t mcheates a . heretofore unrealized rnlnerabtltl) 
that could have most senous consequen • Reprt!Sell.tall\ 
Ri ers said to the ecretary of Defense. 

There was one report that the ike Hercul , ba - near 
Hartford., one in a series of air defense rn:,--ta.Ilauons hoU:,,ng _ 
batteries of anti-mrcraft missiles, had been immobfli21!d b th~ 
blackout. But i.nquir) at the Pentagon produ ed onl\ the om­
ment that invest\gator· were --1ooking mto everythmg-
would make therr report through the Feckral Po\\er Com­
mi ion to the President. Unoffic1alh, esmen at the I\!nta­
gon were acknowledgrng that the defense commumc tion ~ 
tern probabl} had not been ··perfect.. reporter ma.kin!? 
call to U1e Wlute House telecommum ations c-enter three da 
aft.er the blackout was told that even one Ill the crner wu 
very bUS} '"re-ex~ ho\\ \\ e canie out. -

obody would open!} di , the ·hot 1m ·•-the ~ial 
telephone that connect· the \\'lute Hom· \\1th th Knm1ia-, 
when inqturie were made to deternune 1.f th~ ,-ru blackoll1 had 
shown weakn that could : medm cnu alh dela, om­
murucallons between the he • of the mo 2reat nali ns. But 
1t was mchcoted unofficially that th "hot 1me·· had not 



, a1f~ and thoee who know the operational proccdurca at the 
White HOUie DOf.ed that there were "aeveral" alienladvca aJ­
\\ 11\S av01lnble to keep the po\,er \\or.klng on U1e key hnk 

ft IS U1ese "altemal.!ves;· or "back-up stems" or what m1 
mihtan Jargon i • called "redundant s stems," that kepi do 
fen~ ·mstallallons free of ilie cnpphng power fallura. 

Wlule there \\as same uutial and very brief trouble dw,ng. 
ilie blackout, qwck sw1tclung of power sources made it posS1ble 

for the Pentagon to communicate w1tl.1 evecy base and depot. 
First to be checked during U1e early-and suspenseful­

mmutes of darkness were the Urree reg10nal bases of U1e tra­
tegic Air Oxnrnand: the Westover Air Force Base al :spnng­
field, Mas ·, ilie Grifflss Air Force Ba e at Rome, N. Y., and 
the Plattsburg, N Y Air Force Base. SimuJtaN011 checks 
were made Wlili oilier maJor installations, mcluding AC head­
quarters et Omaha and the North American Air Defense head­
quarters m Colorado Spnngs. 

-, "There arc reports of difflculty on some land lines, but fuere 
are adequate alternate routes to take care of such emergencies," 
ilie Pentagon reported shortly after ilie civilian po,, er network 
collapsed 

Independent generators on the tiny island post of Fort Jay 
rn ilie nuddle of New York harbor, headquarters of ilie Pint 
Army, keP.t military activities there in full swing; soldiers and 
fueir families stared from ilie windows of their old red-brick 
barracks at the eerie scene of a lightless metropolis looming up 
from dark waters 

Throughout New York and New England ilie lights at the 
mi11tar} landing fields blazed bnghUy from their own general­
mg sources, and in many instances commercllll aircraft, fueir 
pilots dismayed as cities below them suddenly vanished, 
Winged in for safe landings on military strips. 

The Navy, wiili a number of warships ID darkened harbors 
along the coast, dispatched them to power stations and h_ooked 
iliem up togeilier to provide temporary electnc1ty, while the 
Army rolled out many of its portable generators and lent iliem 
to critical land spots to give power. 

Typical of the emergency service offered stricken land areas 
by naval ships was ilie case of the p . . S. Bnstol, a reserve 
training ship berthed at the naval shipyll!(l m Brooklyn. 111e 
destroyer, which has two steam and two diesel turbmes capable 
of general.Ing 500 kilowatts, was ordered to proceed lo two 
plants of ilie Consolidated Edison Company 

Willi Commander William S. Butler on the bndge, and a 
skeleton crew of 60 officers and men aboard, the Bristol left ilie 
naval base five hours after ilie city's lights began nickering, ar­
nvmg at the Consolidated Edison plant on ilie East River al 
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Astona, Queens, aboufmidnipt. The remainder of the ·hip's 
crew, anoU1er 60 offi~ and ~ had gone on hore leave 
earlier -· _ • 

Before leaving U1e naval ~ Commander Butler took 
aboard a suppl of electrical feeder cables to use m transrrut­
ting power from ilie ship's engine room to ilie plants on shore. 

When U1e Bnstol amved at tl!e Astona plant emergenq 
crews there already had ilie generators gom~ agam T\\O hollTh 
later and four miles down the nver lhe Bnstol found that the 
second plant-at 14th treet &Manhattan-had also been able 
to get going again. But ilie Bnstol anchored m the middle of 
the East River and stood by ilirough the rught, symbol of the 
defense elements essentially untouched b; ilie cnSIS but read) 
to serve as needed. 

Respondmo to orders from the President to help wherever 
they could, the military services offered all lands of asstS1anCe 
111e naval air station al Floyd Bennett Field m Bro?kl)n ~p­
plied mobile power uruts to keep the lights and vital eqwp­
ment in operation at Brooklyn GeneraJ Hospital One hospital 
received a shipment of ice from the naval shipyard m Brook-
1
Y\ut for ilie military services the military needs, of course, 

came first, and it is tl1ese critical needs that were fully met, 
accordino to the Pentagon spokesmen. Washington was virtual­
ly una.ff~ by the blackout, except for a momenta:r) '·clip" 
in the local power system, but had the nation's capital suffered 
a power 'collapse ilie Pentagon co~~ have kept m full opera­
tion iliroucli the use of its o,m auxiliru} sources. 

But if Ifie Pentagon were omeday to be chm.mated-a direct 
missile hit, perhaps, cnpJ?lin~ all co=?urucatlons-there are 
still a number of commurucatlon alternatives to link the crew 
Uying on AC patrols and the men tmdenrround Ix. die. Il1Jssile 
silos across ilie cotmtry, according to Defense Departmenc of­
ficials. They say U!llt the blackout, insofar as 1t affected ilie 
rnilitar} network at all, demonstrated dramatically ho,, mde­
pendent U1eir own communications and t?OWer plant ,terns 
were. How many commurucation alternal.!ve are available to 
militacy posts if the regular commercllll links are broken are 
often a military secret, but in some high!) sensitive mstallation 
iliere are reported to be "four or more" separate sy terns. 

In many defense posts an alLxiliar) generating plant ·'kJcks 
in" automatically wiiliin ' Lxt} seconds of the moment that the 
civilian power source fades, while in the maJor defense m:,'tal­
lations-the AC airdrom , for example, and other key bas -
~ilie "back-up generator" 1 keyed for mstantnneous switch-m 

Pentagon officials &1) that ilie) did not need to wait for ilie 
blackout en I to test the readiness of their standb) ~-
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' ,affected. and tho., who !mow the operatioml proccdurca at tho 
' White Howre noted that there were "scverar' altemadves aJ. 

wa~ s available lo keep the power working on the key hnk. 
It 1s these ''alternatives," or "back-up ~ stems·, or what m 

m1l1t.3D Jargon is called "redundant systems;' that kept do 
fensc installations free of the crippling power failures. 

Vv 11ile there was same initial and vcry brief trouble during 
the blackout. quick switching of power sources made it possible 

for the Pentagon to communicate with every base and depot. 
Frrst to be checked during the early-and uspensefo.1-

minutes of darkness were the three regional bases of the trn­
tegic Air Command: the Westover Arr Force Ba e at ~ pring­
field, Mass. the Orlfflss Air Force Ba e al Rome, . Y., ond 
the Plattsbur~, N. Y. Air Force Base. Simu1taDeoos check 
were made Wlth other major installations, includmg. AC hend­
quarters at Omaha and the North American Air Defense heml-
quarters m Colorado Springs. . 

-, "TI1ere are reports of difficulty on some land !me , but the.re 
are adequate alternate routes to take care?( such emergcricie •." 
the Pentagon reported shortly after tl1e cJV1han power network 
collapsed. . . 

Independent generators on the tmy island post of Fort Jny 
in the middle of New York harbor, headquarter ol the Pint 
Anny, kept military activitie there in full _swing; soldiers 8;11ll 
their families stared from the ,nndows ol their old red-bnck 
barracks at the eerie scene of a lightle~ metropolis looming up 
from dark waters. 

Tirroughout New York and New England the light at the 
military landing ~elds blazed brightly from th_eir o_\\11 &_enem_t­
ing sources, and m many mstances commercial aircrnlt, tl1err 
pilots dismayed as cities below_ tl1em _suddenly vam hed, 
Wmged in for safe landmgs on nuhtary_ stnps. 

The Navy, wi th a number of warslups 111 <l:mkened harbors 
along the coast, dispatched them to power statJons and hooked 
them up together to provide temporary electricity, while the 
Anny rolled out many of its po11ahlc generators and lent them 
to critical land spots to give power. _ . 

Typical of the emergency service oOc~d stnckcn land areas 
by naval ships was the case of tl1e ~ .S.S. ~nstol, a reserve 
trairnng ship berthed at the naval slupy8!(1 111 Br<?<)klyn. TI1e 
destroyer, \\ hich has two steam and two diesel turbmcs copnhlc 
of gL'Tlcra t.rng 500 kilowatts, was ordered to proceed to two 
plants of the Consolidated Edison Company. . 

With Commander William S. Butler on the bndge, and n 
skeleton crew of 60 officers and men aboard, the Bristol left the 
naval base five hours allcr the city 's lights began llickering, ar­
riving at the Consolidated Edison plant on the East River at 
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Astoria, Queens.. abold'"midnipt The • ...,.fnde, of the ship· 
crew. another 60 «Ii~ and ~ had gon' on shore lc:av 
earlier. • _nder ~•-

Before Jea,·ing the naval bate, Oocnma DUUIII' took 
aooard a rupply of el . ujcal f_ !der cahl • to ~ in transmit­
ting power trom tlle ship - engm • room to the plants on shl,re. 

When the Bristol arrived ut the storia plant on~~KY 
re,, - there already bad the 2.ei1crutors 2.0mg. u2.ain. T\\\l ll\mrs 

later and four mil - do\\n the ri,·er tlk! l3ri!--"tlll ii.,w1d thut tllc 
.econd plant~1t 14tl1 ~ tn."et c mlhntt:m-hud aL) ~-en nt'>k 
to 2ct 1.win2 again. But th ' Bristol ruKlll,n.'d in the m1JJk of 
the-Eu.st Ri,·cr-:md stood h\' thmugh the nighl s~1nt'll.ll o( the 
dcft:!!1se dt':.!11ei1ts e '1ti11ll\' untouch ~ h\' th' cri:-is but read\' 
to sa...-e as needed. • • • 

Re ;ponding to rden, fn.)111 th' President t h •Ip wh •re,·a­
the,· cou!J. the militun· _ ·rvic • off-~,J all kinds t u.:-sistiutc' 
TI1c nnrnl air stntion nt Floyd Bcnnctt Fidd in Brookl~n sup,­
pliL-<l mobile power w1iL-_ to kt: 'P the li!.!hts unJ vit.nl ::quip­
ment in o~rntitin nt Brookh n 1i:ncml l lo!--1)itul. On' ho .. '-llitul 
~-ceivcl u shipment of ice t(\)m th' m1Yu.l shii yun.l in Bnx k-

l) 11B. I' ti ·1 • • tl ·1· -=~ -ut or 1c 1111 1tarv sen·, -cs 1 nu ltarv n="-' • ol c urs 
·mne first. and it is the:;· ·riticcl n !<ls thot w' ' fhlly m •t. 
according to the Pentagon pok smctt Wosh.ingt n wus ,·irtmtl­
ly unaffecmd by the blu ·kout, ·x ·pt f r a momcntury "dip'' 
in tl1c local po" r sy .. t>m, but hn i the nation· • 1pitol su..tr, :d 
a power • ollapse tl1 Pentag n could hav kept m full pcn.1-
tion throu0 h tl1 • us of its own ntL'Qliun· tl!Ces. 

But if ~e Peutngon " e -omednv to diminatcd-o lircct 
mi: ·il' hit, pcrhups, ·ripplin~ all • ·onummicutions-tl,cre ure 
still a mm1~r of ommuntcallon altemoti • to link the re, • 
thing on A patrols and th ' men w1Jct-gnnmd ill the missile 
silos ucross the cotmtry, nccordm~ to IJcknse Dcpmtment or­
ficials. ·n1cy say that th blackout, insofhr us it nffcclt .. 'll the 
military network. ot all, demonstrated dmmaticnl.l h w indt."­
pcndenl their own conummicntions on<l {X>Wer plunt .. stems 
were. How mruw c01111nw11cutJ011 altcmuttve are nvmlnhlc to 
militury posts i( the regular ommercial links ore broken nrc 
ollen a military secret. but in some highly sensitive instullutions 
tl1crc are reported to be "four or mot\!" scpumlc . stems. 

In many defense posts w1 atLxiliury gcneruting plant "kicks 
in'' automatically within si..,ty seconds of the moment that the 
civilian power source fndes, while in U1e major dcfonse im,1al­
lations-the SAC uirdromes, for exumple, an<l other key basc:s 
.. the "back-up generator" is keyed for instantnneous switch-in. 

Pentagon otl1cials suy that they did not need to wuit for the 
blackout crisis to test the readiness of their standby ~ 
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mg UIUts At the kev defense ~ the &alilw7 Rower lllllts 
are t~-tcd ever) week, each test 1uti.na far fDUr houn;. 

The CT) \\ent up quickly &fur the blackout ended: why 
can't the rest of us have ''back-up' and "&1temative,. syatam, 
if the Annv and the NaV\ and the Air Force can have them? 
l11e Anny' and the Na~ : and the Air Force say there 1s no 
great secret to their success, the) stmply are forced to install 
tht..-ir ·everal systt..ms, for reasons of national securil), and 
bother the cost, \\hich is enonnous. The stockholder and the 
taxpa er, th~ note, arc not likel; lo approve spcndmg that 
kind of monC) for l • thnn urgent proV1s1on . 

In his colWTUl m Inc Nat.fora, ,mttcn the dny allcr U1e power 
blackout for the editorial page of n,e \'ew York Ti111e1, 1r­
thur Kro.::k touchoo on :mother uspu;l ol U1JS question He 
\lltoo U111t It had been 'amply provoo to ubout Uurt m1lhons 

of Amt..'Tlcan. la t mght U1ut rnsl rc,.;1procal mtcgrul1011 of the 
mdustnal oun:c or po\\cr and hghl n corollary of the fed­
crahz hon concept c in reate a calamity of U1e same si,c in­
stead of ompcn: Ung for u loc.:al finlure " Mr_ Krock, argu­
m that burcau..:mllc doctnne and procedures dtd not dcs...n'e 
all the blame, prud pe'1al tnbute to tile urmoo force· 

"Th anuc.:d fore contam bureaucrac1cs, too, and more of 
11 member ore m umfonn Ulan not. I IO\\ever, 1t 1s notable 
llwt there ,, no bn.:akdo ,n of communications or electronic 
mstal uons m the dcfcn. cent<.-n; la ;t night. And this foe(, 

en m con1wi uon ,it11 thc Na,..,' soluuon of U1e problem 
which o,en,helmed the bght and po,,cr comparucs Ulrough Ute 
Uruted ~tat dmn l:Omple , calloo Canus, suggests Utat 
the 1m "auon tlle Pr 1dcnt ha ordered ma\ reveal a IU,PC­
nor compcll!ll m the nuhtDJ) odnmu trullon of U1ese fac1h­
tlc 'here th pohll al 1 su or public versus private power 
do not r h 

The ll\') ,as confronted b) !lie problem \~hen U1e elt.e-
1:rical Sll.-m on tlle ooUI lup orth Dakota fo1k<l and U1e 
\ sci exposed for fourteen mmute~ to a Japanese bom­
bardment ll -as-unabk to rclum lmmt..•<li..Jtclv orders w ... ·nt out 
for the mstall.auon of au,olwry po\\cr and tor a schedule of 
conwml drilli m tummg 1t on Also, U1e e,:pcrience of U1e 

orth D ota va made tl1e ba ts or meticulous and suocas­
ful planrung for un tlung elcctnc or clt..-ctronic whICh might 
onccl\'abl o wrong n1t: -up pn11c1ple, a o muller ol foc i, ,,as also m 

use b the tel..:phone comparu , \\ luch helpcd lo keep U1e do­
fe1 • wbhshmen woning \\l tl1out tul) rl!nl mten uplton. 
for c mplc, there rue SOS bu1ldmg. opcmteJ b UH: Ne\\ 
York Telephon" Comp.my 111 Nc\\ York un<l in each one of 
ti 505 stru tures a tandby dte ·I generutor S\\ itched on 
JO() 

.. 
automaucally when the blackout came. Jt marked. ~ ftnt tune .- , 
that all the atandby 2enerators opented umnhao..,..111 , to pro- ·~ 
V1de cominued senice for 9. 7 million teMJ!b._ lo the state. , i,; 

Nat so certrun wu the efficiency of the civil defense system :·, 
durloa the criils. ome military offlc:iall-in Washmgton con- -.:.}. 
cecled pnvately tl1at the blackout showed, as one officer put it, • 
"a type_ of vulnerabili ty," but they tended to regard 1t as more .. 
of u police and civil defense problem than a nulilaf)1 one: Les 
J?CSSUntsllc judgments were made, however, by the Civil De­
tense auU10rities Uternsclves, who said they regarded tl1e experi­
ence as a successful demonstrallon of Uteir operations. A 
spokesman declared " Our Job is to keep people informed, and 
\\ e did. There was no panic." . . . 

While military oflic1ols were checking U1err vital installa­
uons in U1e darkened areas, the Civil Defense chiefs commu­
nicated wiili each of seven hw1<lred wanung points ilirough­
oul U1e cow1try 

The Jlnt Civil Defense calls went lo the runety-seven warn• 
inJ points m Region I. covenng eight stales in U1e Northeast 
WtUtm two to five mmutes, a spokesman reported all commu­
nication !)OID ls wt..-re m contact w1tl1 headquarters in Wash­
ington Civil Defense wammg tallons were apparently able to 
relay complete reports of what was gomg on . l11esc relays went 
m two drrecuons-prov1ding infonnouon about a local area lo 
Civil Defense headquarkrs and providmg lo local areas reports 
received from Washmglon 

But haisoa ma) not always hove been a~ smootl1 as Civil 
Dcfonse SJ)<)kesmt..'11 contended Govt..'lllor Rockefeller, for ex­
ample qmckly complained Ulul he was tmable to ~m1micate 
\\i ili the public over a single hookup durmg . U1e blackout be­
cause U1e f ederal Government had failed lo unplemenl a _., 
civil defense commwucauons system 111 the stale. The gover­
nor reached Ute public by 111div1dual rad10 stations In some 
ca ·es he went on --1ive." m 0U1ers, hi message oa what au­
thorities were domg about Ute emergency was taped. 

Mr Rockefeller characterized U1e lack of such a llntem as 
a ''m3Jor \\eaknes~·· m emergency procedures. Ile said Utat Ute 
old onelrad civil defense system, m which two points on ilie 
radio dml provided rcccpllon m on emergency, was abandoned 
l\\o ) ears earlier In tls stead, a stra ight Federal subsidy to 
l\\Cnl)-live radio Stallons m Ute state, to pay for diesel- or gas­
olme-powcrcd au. drnry _generators Uten was prol?Osed to 
able the stauons lo remam on U1e arr in emergencies. 

Mr Rockefeller said U1al tile $1 million or less 
U1c subs1d)_' hos not been. made available. 

But c1v1l defense officials in New York City 
lion dunng Ute emergency had been recci¥ 



through U1c cntnc Northcusl rwon b u radio-~ ncl­
\\mk ol the North American Afr Wummg System-~ la u 
24-holl(-a-day hookup under the Nmth /\mericun Air Defense 
Commm1<l 

I c:s lechmcul 1m<l much more piclonul uml <lrnmulic, wos 
the convergence m unnories or Nulionul Gunr<lsmcn 8wn­
monc<l h) mcho mid telephone lo emergency duty More Uum 
I've U1ousand or U1em, mosll men of U1e 42d (Rambow) Di­
v1s1on un<l the XVJJ orps /\rl!Jlcry, lumcd up 111 armo1ies in 
Ne\\ York Ct!) lo beln U1c police lead stranded subway riders 
from dark lwmcls, clirccl traffic and rnsh emergency gencm­
lon; to hospitals. Die GuOJdsrncn opened their armories to 
helter hundreds of New Yorker ' and visitors lo New York, 

\\ho had no way of getting home. lhmdreds of U1em spent U1e 
mght trymg lo sleep on iloors or 111 woock.'11 chairs. 

Civil Defense headqullJters al 135 East 5501 Street re em­
ble<l a wartime conunand post, dimly lit by battery-powered 
batUe lamps. TI1e city ' s Civil Defense director, Major General 
Robert E. Condon, sent generalor-commlllllcations lllllts to 
City Ilall, police stations and firehouses. 

General Condon would not estimate the number of Civil 
Defense workers who turned out in New York City Lo meet 
ilie crisis, but oilier officials gave a guess ilia! the total may 
have been as !ugh as 200,000. 

All of this was soon history, soon U1e stuff of personal recol­
lections to be told and retold, but it was also something that 
made for uneasy memory. There was every sign U1at U1e na­
tion' s defenses had met the crisis, had demonstrated clearly 
that they could keep functioning within a wide area of pllJal­
ysis. 

At ilie same time, every crisis teaches, and the Eastern black­
out had its own lessons to give, its own implications for the 
temble day that colild come when vast paralysis might be 
prelude or part of w~r. For a long time after the lights went 
out in ilie countrv's Northeast regions the lights burned spe­
cially brightly in the Pentaf!on as strategists analyzed the crisis, 
studied rts import-and planned. 
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8. The Fail-Safe Syndrome 

Few events since ilie last war have awakened such deep ~ 
• easiness as did U1ose of Nov. 9, 1965. When reports beKan com­

ing in that comrmmities as widely separated as Nev. York and 
Boston had been hit, ill-defmed fear took hold of = > cru­
zens. It'aeemed impossible iliat so many cities colild be struck 
by a single accident. The orily alternative explanation was that 
the blackouts were occurring by design_ What did that mean" 

• Was it sabotage, prelude to an attack? Was it a demo~on 
aoainst the Vietnam war by a group of techrucall) tramed ltll­
d,;;ti? 0c WU it merel;- a 1u:U1'J~- LC3c-6u1~'--~u

1
~~):lma­

bilities? 
When later reports indicated that none of these was the 

probable explanation-that a single, inadvertent m.alfimct10n 
of some sort had knocked out the entire svstem-then fear for 
the present slmted to fear for the future. • 

In the fast place, it was evident that a single i..Dgeniua sabo­
teur couJd paralyze a large number of our cities. Secondly, it 
had been demonstrated with terrible effectiveness that our molt 
sophisticated technology is far from foolproo[ The electronics 
and automation of electric power generation., control and dis­
tribution over the most populous section of the country are not 
fill removed_ from another family of highl) automated systems 
-those relatllJ&. to our nab.onal defense. Across the countn 
Minuten1en Missiles stand ready in their imdergroimd silo·. 
each with it de ignated target 111 the oviet Union. Aero the 
Arctic Ocean there are other mis iles, aimed at American tar­
o ets. upposedl no one man-and no one accident-can 
faunch one of U1ese weapons inadvertently. The chances.. \\l: 
have been told, that a nuclear holocaust could be started bv 
accident are virtually zero. • 

Yet there is the "fail-safe syndrome"'-the fear that this 
coold occur aespu.e mi"ttie sateguanis. fil.Hafe pn,cocllllei are 
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9. Mr. Moyers 

In ~ of crisis, \\hen a nnllon 1s confronted by U1e Wlknown 
.ind a \\hole people nre punlccl nnd ofnud! mfoflTUll!on-lhe 
I.act:;, the honc:·t apprrusnls-1.,,.,-comes one oJ U1c most acute 
concern of cl1ic1ent goY1.'Iluncnt. 

Pre ·idcnt John on a.Iler hcanng on his radio about U1c 
ma: ·1~c p0\\<.:r foihuc, made lus first of four emergency calls 
on hl.S radio-tdcphone to Bill D Moyers, lhc White House 
pre. • sccrelar) 

Mr Mo) ers had e:;tabhshcd ilie t1.mporary Wh1lc House 
pn..._, h quath!l'~ m the second-lloor Colorua.1 Room of Ule 
Drukill Hotel in Austin, III1 hour's fast drive from Ule Presi­
dent'· ranch. The call lrom the President reached Ule 31..year­
old pre,, sccrctal) in hl.S O\\n third-floor hotel smlc. Half an 
hour earlier he had complet1.'ll lu routine afternoon bnefmg 
for the: orp of r1.-portcr covenng the temporary Whlte 
House most of the ne,\ ;men \\CfC still m Ule Colorual 
Room prcpanng or \\nllng. their ,tones ll1ose who were ool 
\\ere qwcklv rounded up, and Mr Moyers began a marathon 
brieftni that continued on und off for about seven hours. 

As the hour· \\ore on, the mr bccwnc foul With tobacco 
smo e and the odors of stale food Mr Moyers stood at a 
J cm ut th front of the room, altL'llllllcly lakmg telephone 
alls from the Prcs1Jcn1 and hi, wdcs und U1cn rclaymg m­

fonnallon to the reportL-rs I or emphasis he occasionall) 
Jabbed the nu wrth a long, thin. bl.1ck Brazilmn c1gnr 

The briclmg 1.,,.,,gon so quickly and \\clll on so late Uml no 
tcnot) p1 t \\a on hlllld to lake do,\ n all of U1t: briefin1 

sewom b Mr Moy._'f, Herc, for U1e record, arc recorutru~ 
tlons ol some of Mr Moyers' briefings that 111ghl on U1e 
bla, -out crisi • W.L-n from the notes of John D Pomfret, 
corro1xmdc:nt tl1crc for The \ew l'or!. Time\ The parts Ulnt 
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were recorded. In 1111- official WhlfB House transcript are so 
marked / 

Mr. Mayen ftnt reported on the Pletldent'• mitial 
telephone calls from his car. He said that the President 
bad told them tD stay on mp of the lltuation u Iona u 
necessary, to report to him frequently and to offer the 
1ovcrnora of the affected stlltes all possible Federal 
Assistance. 

Mr, Moyers said Umt initial reports indicated that 
Ule source of the trouble m1ghl be a break in the power 
!me runnmg from Niagara Falls south al a point be­
tween Rochester and Buffalo. 

Ile said that Mr Califano had telephoned an aide In 
Gov Rockefeller's office who had reported that lhe 
Governor was in a plane at Ule lime of the failure and 
had been unable lo lnnd al Albany because the runway 
bghts were out. 

Mr Ellin,ton, he srud, had asked that the people in 
Ule a!Tcclcd area use as lilUe electncity as possible as 
therr power was restored to avoid putting additional 
strain on em~ency sow-ces of elcctncity, 

On the Pres1dent' sorders, Mr. Moyer& said, Secrctarv 
McNamara had oqc.ned all m1litarv airfields in U1e area 
to commercial airplane traffic and had instructed pilli. 
tary commanders in the area to offer all assistance al 
their disposal IO officials of communities m U1eir v1cini-
11es. 

Mr Moyers tentatively ldenti11ed the extent of the 
area atJeclcd as parts of New York, Connecticut, Maine, 
New Hampshire, Vermont, Peru1sylvania, Massachu­
setts and Toronto. He said tl1at A 0. O'Connor, U1e 
Regional Director of Ulc Office of Emergency Plmming 
in Massachusetts, al U1at moment had a conference call 
underway with governors in the atiected rep>n in an 
e!Tort to determine the exact extent of the area. 

Meanwrule, m Washmglon, Dr. Donald Hornia, the 
President's science advisor, was al work in Washing­
ton try mg to disc6Ver tl1e cause of the failure, 

Dr. I Iorrug reported frequently during U1e evening 
to Ute President, then lo Mr Moyers. After talkin& with 
Dr Ilonug shortly before 7 P.M.-8 o'clock 10 Ule 
east-Mr Moyers gave Uus report: 

Dr, llom1g has just told U1e President that U1e best 
mfomrntion we have at Ule moment is that the failw-o 
started in the area of the Niagara-Mohawk Power Com­
pm1y near Syracuse. According to Dr. Hornig, il wu 
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not the Niagara Falls generator . The Situation spread 
eaentially by the domino effect-the caecedina dfec:t­
from one switchmg pomt to another Al one failed m 
one are.a, this overloaded the next, it went out, ~ 
loading the one dov.n the line, and so on. Our latest 
mforrnation IS that they have not yet isolated the source 
of the onginal trouble. We are trymg by all possibie 
means to track that down. 

Mr. Moxers continued.· the Niagara Palb-M.uaena, 
N. Y . facilities are back in operation. Power is back 
on m the Rochester area. Consolidated Edison bu in­
formed Dr Hornig that they e>.-pect to have some power 
on wi!lun the hour and a fairlv substanllal runoW1t in 
about three hours. • 

President Jolmson said that he ordered Gov. Elling­
ton to send the regional O.F.P. people out toml!,ht to 
make an on-the-spot ·urvey to ee what wou1d be 
IlCI.X!ed 111 the ,,uy of item· ~11ch as medical suppLies 
and \\atcr. 

Joe Califano has told th.: Pr ·i<.knt that Gen. Wilham 
McGee he.ad ol the F,.xkral A \'lation Agency has m­
tom1ed bun that plan • an: lw1<ling ot boU1 Kennedy 
and LaGU&rdia Arrports m New York now, U1c &lda 
arc usmg cmcrgenc, hghtmg but U1er are diverting a 
tn.."ltlcndous mm1bcr of ftl.ahla from Plulodclplua, Bos­
ton and Alban~ w1d me flight • from Kennedy to the 

uth and" t 
Ma, or Wagner has rcport1..>d to Joe Califano from 

''-"" Yor that mrunly U1c situauon, as for as po ·ible, 
1 under control All the emergency services of hospitals 
nrc opcrnun!! Ftrc and polic.: ~-tarions ore taking care 
of tho1.1S.1Ild of rx-"Ople u--.mded in U1e city. There has 
bec:o a light ca.smg of the tratllc Jwn cloggmg the 
stree 

At this pomt Mr. Mo ers took a bnef rest and 
then r.:tumcd to th<! plaUorm al 8 30 P ,1. 

Followmg IS the official Wlul<! House transcript of 
ilus rmt of the bnefmg 

Mr The follo\\1ng i a memorandum al-
read dispatched 10 the Chaunum of U1e federal Power 
Conuru.s,,on bv il1e Pre:, 1denl 

Q 'hat ii; his nam .-? 
Mr Mo ers: Jo ph C w1dkr. 
• foday s failure I a dnunutic rcmmclL,- of U1e fm­

portan of th<! umntcnuptcd flow of power to, U1c 
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-~~ 1beaftb. 1afet, and ·well belnt of onr .citir.ens an4 to the 
- defense of our country. 'Jbla failure should be lmmedi· 

atety and carefully investigated in order -to ' prevent a 
recurrence. You are thmfore directed to launch Im­
mediately a iliorough study of the causes of Utis failure. 
I am putting at your disposal the full resources of the 
Federal Government ancf directmg Ute Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, the Department of Defense, and 0U1er 
government agencies to support yon in any way possi­
ble You are to call upon the top experts ID our nation 
m conducting Ulis investigation. A report is expected 
al U1e earliest possible moment as to Ute causes of the 
failure and the teps you recommend to be taken to 
prevent a recurrence." 

Q. Bu, does this in any way indicate there may be 
abotage? 

Mr Moyers: 1ltis mchcates nothing other Utan the 
fact that all of the resources of Ute government should 
be made avai lable lo U1e Federal Power Commission as 
they conduct an investigation. . . . 

Q. Bill, would you rule out nallonal.izat:Jon as one 
of the steps to be taken? 

Mr Moyers: Would I what? 
Q. Rule out nationalization of U1e power companiee 

as one of the steps lo be taken? 
Mr Moyers: That' s not in anybody's mind. 
Q. Bill, ,vidler 1s retirmg-resi@i.ng from !tis job 

on Ute 15th. Does that mean he will slay on unW tlus 
investigation IS ovefl 

Q. What was the question? 
Mr. Moyers: 1l1c quest10n 1s U101 Mr. S,vidler h11 

already announced U1at he will be leaving the chalr­
manshlp of the Federal Power Commission-I don' t 
know the exact date. What d&s Ulis mean? It means 
that tlus mernorandwn will go to Mr. Swidler ru1d who­
ever is chrurman of the Federal Power Commission, of 
course, wtll be conduclII1g the mvestigallon . 

(The next day, U1e White IIouse rumounced Umt a 
fe,\ hours before the blackout, the Pre idcnt, Urrough 
Mr Califano, had asked Mr. Swidler to remain as 
F.P C. chamnan until Dec. 3 l , w1d that U1e next morn­
ing he had agreed ) 

Q Bill, has Ute President talked directly to 1. Edgar 
Hoover (director of the f B.I) ID connection wiU1 
ilitS itualion 

Mr Moyers: No . TI1e President has communicated 
to the Justice Department-to Uie Attorney Geoeral-
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bit desire that the Department of Justice, and other 
agencies of the government, cooperate ~ this study 

Q Did he talk to Attorney General (Nicholas de B.) 
Katzenbach? 

Mr. Moyers I am not sure that he talked personally 
- to Anomey General Katzenbach, but the instructions 

of the President have gone to the Attorney General as, 
in fact, they have gone to other department heads and 
agency directors. . 

Q This means that most of us will have to file sep­
arately. I am stiJJ centered around the President. Can 
you give us a bttlc personal insight as to where be 1s 
sitlmg dorng this? 

Mr Moyers: The President 1s al lu desk in his office 
at the ranch, where he has full commurucallons foe1li­
ties available to maintain constant touch With the appro­
priate officials. He recc1\ cs calls ot least every live mm­
utes, gi\ing !um irtfommtion on fill up-to-dote basis of 
what is hapJX.'lling 

Q Whf..'TI and ho\\ dul he learn of the bluckoul'I 
Mr Moyers. l11c President first heard of the power 

failure \\hen he \\ os iust a httle north of his ranch, 
ridmg out in his cor, li terung lo a rnd.10 newscast. Ile 
immediate!) , through the , CT\ excellent, modem, and 
!ugh]) ell 1e1cnt communici.1tfons system that. accom­
panies the President ,,herevcr he goes, wos m Louch 
\\itl1 sp1.,-c1J1l assistant Jo ·cph Col1fono bock m Washing­
ton, \\ho, b) the \\11}. hod not heard about 11 by the 
time the Pre ·ident coiled, ccretary McNamara, 
Go\l."lTlOr Buford Ellington, ,,ho 1s the D1Icctor of the 
Ollicc of Emergent) Planmng, and his press secretary 
lbc Presidmt rctumoo in a matter of mmutcs to his 
office at the ranch, where he hos been this cvcnmg re­
ce1nng reports and issuing insLructions to appropnate 
o!licial • of the go\'cmmcnL 

Q Some of the reporters \\ere m the room when you 
made the 111U10unccmt'Tlt und have Jell M) qucsllon 1s 
"hcther tlJLj arc fihng? 
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Mr Mo) crs. I hove no idea 
Q B1ll, \\Ould you repeat your unnounCf..'11lent for 

film'/ 
Mr Moy1.,TS: Ye·. . 
Q Were 111'.-sc telephone calls made. from the Presi­

dent' car to Buford hllington and Secretary McNa­
man? 

Mr Moyers: Ile talked to each of them 
Q In the car? 

Q. When you AJ be recelnd a report from bi. ndlo, 
you don't mean it wu over NBC or CBS, it was over 

. his 2-way radio? 
Mr Moyers: It was O"'J a regularly UIDOUDCed Dew9-

cast 
Q You mention here a reference to tl1e pefense De­

partment Does this in any way mean there 1s l00lethiq 
happcmng with the defense system tonight? 

Mr Moyers: No. It means thal a power failure could 
have au effect on the defense system. The power is es­
sential to the defense of our country. 

Q. o tar u you know, there was no interruption to 
any of the warnf.aa ,yaum? 

Mr Moyers Thal ts correcl 
Q Bill, do tlley yet know the cause of whal caused 

the cham reaction? 
Mr Moyers: No 
Q. Bil]. do you happen lo anticipate matm, any fur­

ther announcements torughl? 
Mr Moyers. I will put out anything I hove concern­

ing future developments from bere as I gel them I really 
don't anllc1pate much, but I will put out anytlung we 

iet Whal 1s the atmosphere m tl1e President's offloe1 
Mr Moyers. The atmo phere m the President's office 

is one of quiet efficiency 
Q Who did he call tint, ecrelary McNamara or 

Mr Califano? 
Moyers I don't have the exact order I think 1l was 

Buford Ellmgton, Secretary McNamara, Mr ahfano, 
and then the press secretary, m that order 

Q. Bill, the last \~ hod from you was that they hod 
not yet isolated the onginal source of tl1e trouble. l s that 
stJII the case? 

Mr. Moyers Thal 1s sill! the case. . 
Q. Who is out there with the President helpmg hun? 
Mr Moyers Marvin Watson (pres1den11al appomt-

menls ecretary), Col James Cross (the President' s 
am1ed forces aide). 

Q. Ilow many sccrelanes arc there, two or three? 
Mr. Moyers. Three. Vickie McCammon, Mane Feb­

mer and Miss Gumy Thnfl, who is Col Cross' sccre­
tnry'and who also helps the President from time-to-tin1e, 

Dr (Donald) II01111g, who 1s the Pre 1dent' s science 
adviser, aid he talked agam to the President of the 
Nmgora Molumk Power ompany, Mr Minot Pratt, 
who 1s not able Lo confim1 or deny tl1e already mentioa-
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ed report that the po\, er fiulure occurred ID his jurisdic­
tion He sun_ply said 1t has not been located ) et 

Dr Hrurug also talked to Mr William S. Chapin, 
\\.TIO IS the general manager of the Ne-., York tale 
Pov.er Authont~ to confirm that the Niagara Falls and 
the Meaena plan~ are operatmg 

Q. Bi:. \\tno \\.as ID the President' car \\hen this was 
made kno\\.n to him? 

Mr. Mo)crs I don't kno,, 
Mr Califano has Jll.5t infonned the President that 

Governor (William W.) cmnton has n.1)0rtcd to the 
White House that JX)\\c..'T 1 back m the State of Pt.'TU!syl­
' an1a, that the BJ'ea atrectcd m Pcnm,)· lvruua wns les.s 
than earlier believed, and that the JX)\k"T compomcs 
ha\e told GO\emor . crnnton that Utt.') c ;peel no more 
problem dunng the rug.ht m that stale 

Q Bill, ho\\ Jong ago \\IL', Uwt convcr~ulton with 
GO\ emo1 uCrunton7 

Mr Mo\ ers TI11: Pr1: 1dcnt did not t.alk to Governor 
cronton Mr Cnlifono talkc..'\I to Governor cnmton, 

and he rel led the mfonnnhon to U1e Pn:,1dcnt Gov­
c!lllor S.."1llllton talked to Mr Cohfru10 nboul IO mm­
ut ngo 

Q . Has ir Cnhfono had IUl) dutner yet'l 
Mr Mayen: 10 

Q H Ute Pr" 1dc..'lll eaten? 
.fr O\er-,-· Y.:s 

Q Bill, cnn ou tell us \\)wt tune 11 wus ,,hc..'11 the 
17csident ,, • told of G1.."11cral l'L"-"llho,,er's illness this 
mommg? 

Mr Mo}c It ,,11 about 6:15. 
Q Hns am one m Ute Federal Govcmmt!lll miscd Ute 

po biht o( botage7 
Mr MO)ers'. I don' t kno\\ w1,0111! ,,ho has roiscd Utnt 

po ili1' lbe Pre dc..'Tll behc,es Uwt Ute Fcdcml Bu­
r~ o fu,o.!StlgallOn should be uwolved m this study 
bee ~ 1t docs hm c rcsourc.: that hould be of help 
dllflDg the ud) to find out spcciiicalh ,,hat happ.!ncd 
when the power foiled 

Q But the go~crmncnt IS not ruling out U1c pos~1b1l-
11'? 
• Mr Mo, "That tS correct. I kno\\ of no one who 

has talked about the problem of botagc ond there­
fore., 11 1S not ruled m or ruled out 

Q Dul the Pr 1dcnt eat ut h1 de ? 
Mr Mo,crs: No 

(Mr Moyen10o_k a bnef break and resumed his bdefing at 
9;40 P .M., 10:40 m the Eat) 

Mr Mo} ers The Pruidcnt has juif talked lo Oov­
,emor- Rockefeller and Mayor Wagner, boUt of ,,horn 
assured Jum Utnt they would cooperate fully in the in­

vestigalion ordered torught by the President through Ute 
Federal Power CommiSSJon. 
Mayor Wagner tnfonned Ute President that 11 ,ap­

pearecl thot about one-llurd of the po,,er m New York 
City wns operatmg again 

I tnlked lo Dr Donald Honug, the President's science 
adviser, who has been on tbe phone constantly thl• 
evenmg with people in the loco! power comparues, and 
Dr Homig says Utat Utose people believe Utnt while U1e 
ongmol source hos not been pmpomted, tbe}. that 1s, 
Ute oITietols of Ute power companies and others con­
cerned with Ute problem in New England, are, and this 
ts Dr I lorrug s quote, pretty well agreed upon Ute 
belief thot Utere 1s substanl:lally no chance of sabotage. 
End quote. 

In fact, while I repeat Ute ongmal source has not 
been pinpomtcd, Utcre are some people who are most 
concerned w1Ut the problem m U1e power comparues and 
111 Ute New York State Power AuUtonty, who believe 
that this could have happened as a result of o frulure in 
Ute automatic fr~uenc} control eqwpmenl. I Wont to 
crnphastZe that this IS purely conJeclural, but 1t 1s one 
of Ute routes down ,, h.ich your nund could lead you os 
you study the problem from Ute standpoml of engmeer­
mg and technology 

There has not been, Dr I Ionug infonns me, much 
time for diagnosis, and, he repeated to me w1U1 tnflec­
tJon that seemed to underscore lus statement, no one 
knows exactly what did happen 

Officials in New York, and o0 om I repeal that Ut1s is 
lUlproved and conJectural, but oFficials in New York arc 
saying Utnt tlle difficulty may he on two hn~ canying 
Ute main power supply between Rochester and Cloy, 
New York, at a poml opproximnlcly one hlUldrcd mtles 
between U1ese mo c1lies. According lo U1csc om ,.1n1., 
Ute only way to detennine if U1al 111 fact is U1e point of 
d1sruplion 1s to trace Utese two Imes manually, Uta! 1s, 
to walk them, and U1C) have already started Ute trncmg 
proces~ 

lf b} m Ute momlflg at daylight U1ey have been a­
llJ 
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